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Protests rain on Dutch consulates abroad:
Overseas Filipinos mount actions for Prof. Sison's immediate release

An alliance of organizations composed of overseas Filipinos and their families today announced that pro(e§l
actions by Filipinos abroad are underway to demand the immediate freedom of ILPS Chair Prof. Jose Maria
Sison.

“Overseas Filipinos and their local alfies are gearing up for protest actions across the Netherlands, Hong|
Kong, Canada, South Korea, Taiwan and the US. We are indignant over the brutal amest and raids
conducted by Dutch authorities against Prof. Jose Maria Sison and other progressive Filipinos in the
Netherlands,” says Connie Bragas-Regalado, Migrante Interational Chair.

Already, emergency pickets abroad for Prof. Sison's immediate release were held yesterday in Hong Kong
and Vancouver. In Hong Kong, the rally was led by the HK Committee to Defend the Rights of Prof. Sison
while in Vancouver, the BC Committee for Human Rights in the Philippines organized a picket with
progressive Filipinos and their local supporters. For their part, Filipinos in Australia and other Australians
barraged the fax line of the local Dutch Consulate with protest letters.

Statements denouncing the baseless arrest were also issued by overseas Filipino groups KASAMMAKO-
Korea (aliiance of OFW groups in Korea), Migrante-Australia, SIKLAB-Canada (organization of OFWs and
their families), Filipino-Canadian Youth Alliance-Canada, Migrante-Europe and BAYAN-USA. According to.
Migrante, these actions are in addition to the many other protests led by the Intemnational League of
People’s Struggles, DEFEND the Rights of Prof. Sison Commitiees and other solidarity formations around
the world.

“Prof. Sison and the other progressive Filipinos that are being politically persecuted by the Dutch-Philippine-
US triad are legitmate political refugees and in some cases, even Dutch citizens. The brutal amest and
raids conducted are brazen violations of their rights and relevant UN conventions on political refugees,”
added Bragas-Regalado.

In Manila, Migrante International joined the BAYAN-led relly in front of the Dutch embassy this morning
before proceeding to the multi-sectoral rally to mark the International Day of the Disappeared.

“Today we pay tribute to the almost 200 victims of political abductions under the Arroyo regime. Amroyo's
desperate destruction of the peace process in Mindanao and now of peace talks with the National

Democratic Front of the Philippines will only heighten her atrocity of unabated abductions and political
kilings,” she concluded. #




