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Dr Jan Peter Balkenende 
Prime Minister 
The Netherlands 
Binnenhof 20, Postbus 20001 
2500 EA Den Haag 
 
 
31 August 2007 
OPEN LETTER
 

 
Prime Minister Balkenende
 
Re: Filipinos in Australia Demand the Release of Prof Jose Maria Sison 
 
Migrante Philippines-Australia (Organisation of Filipinos and Filipino Australians) look up to Professor Sison with very high regard. Professor Sison is Chief Political Consultant on the peace talks in the Philippines and has been helping impoverished Filipinos to voice their aspirations for long lasting peace and genuine pro-people development to the negotiating table with the Government of the Philippines . 
 
The arrest and the continuing detention of Prof Sison and the violent behaviour toward the Filipino political activists living in Utrecht , by The Netherlands police are essentially actions of terrorism. 
 
These violent acts by the police could cause trauma among persons in this situation. It is a shame that the long tradition for human rights in which The Netherlands have been known, especially the city of The Hague is gone. 
 
Canberra the capital city of Australia is currently showing a flower exhibition of tulips. This is called "Floriade". Whenever this flower exhibition is advertised, many Migrante members feel warmth in their hearts. It is because we think of our Filipino compatriots in The Netherlands, the land of tulips. This year our "Floriade" will be felt with coldness instead of warmth. 
 
Progressive Filipino organizations know that The Netherlands is the second largest foreign investor in the Philippines . This is good for the Philippine economy in general. But the Philippine gains from this economic partnership do not go into the most marginalized communities. Instead, corrupt politicians and government bureaucrats pocket these benefits.    
 
Prof Sison is one of the leading political scientist and practitioner in the field of genuine and pro-people social development in the Philippines . He is able to articulate the aspirations and hopes of the deeply disadvantaged peoples in the Philippines . 
 
Prof Sison is not a terrorist. He is not a criminal. The Supreme Court of the Philippines dismissed the allegations of the widows of Mr Kintanar and Mr Tabara as lacking substance last month [July 2008].  These charges are part of the ploy of the Mrs Gloria Arroyo regime to silence the voice of Filipinos demanding for fundamental change in government. Mrs Arroyo is using Mrs Kintanar and Mrs Tabara to force Prof Sison to capitulate to their corrupt and evil ways. 
 
Migrante believes that The Netherlands government had put itself in mockery. Please look at the statement by one of the most respected academics in the Philippines , Dr Francisco Nemenzo: 
"PERSONAL STATEMENT OF DR. FRANCISCO NEMENZO, FORMER PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES
On the Arrest of Jose Ma. Sison
Of the many crimes the Arroyo government ascribes to Jose Ma. Sison, it has chosen the most incredible to dupe the Dutch. It requires extraordinary credulity to believe that Sison ordered the killing of several persons in Leyte while he was imprisoned in Metro Manila by the Marcos dictatorship. Why is this case raised only now, more than two decades after the alleged murders? Is it to divert attention from the deepening legitimacy crisis of the Arroyo regime?" 

 (Signed)
FRANCISCO NEMENZO 
Former President 
University of the Philippines 
It is to the best interest of the Filipino people that The Netherlands government free Prof Jose Maria Sison now. Migrante also urges your government to call on the government of Mrs Macapagal-Arroyo to end the political repression of progressive people and organisations. 
 
It is our prayer that all governments all over the world stop perverting the justice system for political ends and selfish economic interests. History taught us a lesson that we must not forget. Respect, compassion and justice prevail. The fascism of Hitler and other dictators all came in down in history. Peoples until now hunt down the remnants of Hitler's crimes. 
 

Yours sincerely

(Signed)

 Mr Edwin Subijano 

President

