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September 1, 2007
The Congress of Teachers/Educators for Nationalism and Democracy (CONTEND) condemns the recent arrest and blatant attack on the rights of NDF consultant and Jose Ma. Sison. He has long suffered unjust and baseless labeling as a terrorist, which meant the deprivation of his means of subsistence and the possibility of any employment. However, this latest development is the worst so far in the unrelenting campaign of political persecution directed against his person and the movement he stands for.
The Gestapo style attack on Sison, his associates and their families is just one example of how the most basic human and political rights of migrants and political exiles are brutally trampled upon in today's Fortress Europa which is under the sway of right-wing, neoliberal and neo-fascist governments. The raids on their houses and the confiscation of computers, books and papers cannot but bring to mind some of the most extreme acts of repression under the fascist regimes of the past century. He is currently being held incommunicado with access only to his lawyer, barred from any contact with his family and even his doctor, and deprived of all sources of news and information. 
The relentless and vicious efforts by the Philippine government to persecute the leadership of NDF is making the prospects for a return to the negotiating table for further peace talks increasingly dim if not impossible. Beleaguered on all sides by its bloody human rights record, the Arroyo regime has been trying to deflect international attention from its crimes by disseminating fabrications and lies aimed at implicating the revolutionary movement itself in these acts of political assassination and involuntary disappearance. In fact, the arrest of Sison almost perfectly coincided with a press conference where the police produced three alleged former rebels claiming that the NPA were behind the kidnapping of Jonas Burgos. This was quickly followed up in the news by the alleged surrender of 99 rebels who were said by the military to have become demoralized by Sison's arrest. It is simply hard to believe that the government was "caught by surprise" by Sison's arrest. Aside from US pressure, Dutch business interests in the Philippines (which include recently concluded oil exploration agreements) seem to point to some areas where mutual benefits and the interests of the Dutch and Philippine governments have come into play.
Since the evidence against him is weak and the likelihood is high that the Dutch government shall be compelled shortly to free Sison, this action is most likely meant to harass, intimidate and silence the politically active exile and migrant community in the Netherlands.
CONTEND demands the immediate release of Jose Ma. Sison and calls for the protection and assertion of the basic human and political rights of migrants and exiles everywhere.
._,_.___
