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The ILPS Philippine Chapter condemns in strongest terms the unjust arrest and inhumane detention of Prof. Jose Ma. Sison, Chairperson of the International League of Peoples’ Struggle, by the Dutch government.   We likewise condemn the Gestapo-like ransacking of his residence, the NDFP-International information office and five other residences of the members and staff of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines Negotiating Panel by the Dutch police. 

We consider this attack on Prof. Sison, a well-known Filipino patriot, revolutionary leader and founder of the Communist Party of the Philippines, and a highly-regarded visionary leader of the movement for national freedom and genuine democracy in the Philippines, as an attack against all freedom-loving and democratic forces in the country.  Further, we consider this attack on Prof. Sison, widely recognized globally as a revolutionary scholar and staunch anti-imperialist leader and fighter, as an attack on all freedom-loving, democratic and anti-imperialist forces in the world. 
We deplore the possibly irreparable damage these actions have wrought on the peace negotiations between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP).  Both parties had reportedly expressed a willingness to explore new formulas and confidence-building measures that might lead to the resumption of the long-suspended formal talks. However, the admitted role of the GRP in the arrest and incarceration of Prof. Sison, and the raids on the NDFP office and residences of NDFP personnel  indicative of a widening dragnet against other progressives in the Netherlands, constitute blatant violations  by the GRP of earlier agreements reached with the NDFP. 

The arrest of Prof. Sison and the raids on the NDFP personnel are only the latest and most vicious of a long-running series of hostile measures by the US, Dutch and Philippine governments, to neutralize and silence Prof. Sison and pressure the NDF and its member organizations, including the CPP and NPA,  to lay down its arms and capitulate to the Philippine government without achieving the basic changes in Philippine society they have been struggling for.

These governments have subjected Prof. Sison to continual political persecution ever since the Philippine government cancelled his passport in 1988, forcing him to seek asylum in the Netherlands.  Contrary to the reputation of the state of the Netherlands for being quite liberal and open-minded in its social policies and for providing political refugees safe haven, the Dutch government had made an exception of Prof. Sison by repeatedly denying him the right to reside in the Netherlands even as its highest asylum court, the Raad van State, twice ruled favorably on his asylum application. 
The US-led “global war on terror” gave the US, Dutch and Philippine governments a  pretext to further persecute Prof. Sison and the NDFP by including  the CPP, NPA and Prof. Sison in the “terrorist” list of the US, Netherlands, European Union and other countries.  This “terrorist”listing was used by the  Philippine government to pressure the NDFP to capitulate in the peace negotiations.  It tried to entice the NDFP to sign a “Final Peace Accord”, without assurance that the GRP would implement basic reforms,  in exchange for the Philippine Government’s lobbying with the US and other countries to remove the CPP, NPA and Prof. Sison from their “terrorist” lists. 

But the “terrorist” listing did not deter  Prof. Sison from continuing to contribute to the  global anti-imperialist movement.  He was one of the prime movers behind the formation, in May 2001, of the International League of Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS), a broad anti-imperialist and democratic formation that has served as a rallying point for militant anti-imperialist forces all over the world.  Prof. Sison served as the General Consultant of the ILPS until 2004  when he was elected as its Chairman.  Through his statements and articles written as ILPS Chairman, Prof. Sison expounded on various global, regional and local issues to expose imperialist globalization, plunder, aggression and social destruction.

Failing to stifle and repress Prof. Sison by denying him asylum, the right to reside and earn a living in the Netherlands, then stigmatizing and demonizing him with the “terrorist” tag and freezing his meager allowance, the US, Dutch and Philippine governments conspired to decisively stop him from persisting in the Philippine struggle for freedom and democracy, and in the global struggle against imperialism and for a socialist future.   

In an undisguised move to eventually proscribe the CPP, NPA, NDFP and all legal, democratic people’s organizations as “terrorists”, the Philippine government filed rebellion charges against Prof. Sison and other progressive leaders, including many in the legal democratic protest movement, and rushed the enactment of an anti-terrorist law patterned after the USA PATRIOT Act.   Simultaneously, the US and Arroyo governments secretly connived with the Dutch government to charge Prof. Sison in the Netherlands with a criminal offense under Dutch law, in a parallel move aimed at eventually prosecuting Prof. Sison as a “terrorist” guilty not only of “incitement to murder” but of “crimes against humanity”. 
The neat and grandiose scheme of the US, Dutch and Philippine Governments to finally nail down Prof. Sison as an international “terrorist” and “war criminal” ran afoul when the Philippine Supreme Court, with finality,  dismissed as “politically motivated” the rebellion case against Prof. Sison and fifty others last 2 July 2007.  In the process, the Supreme Court threw out as insufficient to establish probable cause the voluminous “evidences” clumsily put together and even fabricated by the Philippine police and Department of Justice. These include the “evidences” supposedly linking Prof. Sison to the killings of Kintanar and Tabara, two former CPP-NPA leaders who had turned into government security agents.  It is for allegedly ordering the killings that Prof. Sison is now being accused by the  Dutch authorities, even as the Philippine Supreme Court ruling meant that no upright and competent Philippine prosecutor could now indict Prof. Sison of the same charge without committing double jeopardy.  

Within the month, on 11 July 2007, the scheme suffered another disastrous setback, this time in Europe, when the European Court of First Instance ruled that the inclusion of Prof. Sison in the May 2006 list of “foreign terrorists” be annulled due to procedural flaws and the lack of merit. The imperialist powers scrambled to get the European Council to negate the ruling by correcting the procedural flaws and renewing the inclusion of Prof. Sison in the EU “terrorist list” on 28 June 2007 but without addressing much less resolving the issue of lack of merit.  
Seen in this light, these latest and most vicious acts of political persecution against Prof. Sison and other Filipino progressives in Europe are clearly desperate moves by the US, Dutch and Philippine governments brought about by their failure to silence Prof Sison and force the CPP-NPA-NDFP to lay down its arms.  It underscores instead Prof. Sison’s continuing effectiveness in building and leading the global anti-imperialist movement, and the resilience and persistence of the NDFP in seeking a just peace based on national sovereignty, democracy and social justice despite the mounting pressure brought to bear on them.

The ILPS Philippine Chapter joins all other ILPS member organizations worldwide in vigorously condemning the injustice wrought on Prof. Sison and his associates in the Netherlands.  We declare with utmost confidence that just as these acts of state terror will certainly fail to silence Prof. Sison, so too will it only serve to steel our resolve in advancing the Filipino peoples’ struggle for national freedom, democracy and social justice.
FREE PROF. JOSE MARIA SISON!

STOP THE POLITICAL PERSECUTION OF FILIPINO PROGRESSIVES IN  EUROPE!
ADVANCE THE FILIPINO PEOPLE’S STRUGGLE FOR NATIONAL FREEDOM  AND DEMOCRACY!
ADVANCE THE PEOPLES’ STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIALIST AGGRESSION, STATE TERRORISM, PLUNDER AND SOCIAL DESTRUCTION!
