PRESS STATEMENT

6 November 2007

Migrante-Ontario launched in Toronto:

Vows to Fight and Defend the Rights of Filipino Migrants

Migrante-Ontario, an alliance of Filipino migrant organizations in Ontario, Canada, was officially launched in Toronto last November 4.
   On its founding day, Migrante-Ontario vows to lead in the active struggle to effectively and continuously uphold and defend the rights and welfare of Filipino migrants and their families.  It also undertakes to implement a responsive and pro-active program of action that would uplift the conditions of Filipino migrants and their families in Ontario.

   Migrante-ON is founded on and consistent with the vision and mission of its mother organization, the MIGRANTE INTERNATIONAL, a global alliance of more than 100 overseas Filipino organizations in 22 countries.  

   “Given the increasing numbers of overseas Filipino workers exported to Canada… the need for Migrante-Ontario is greater than ever,” the Executive Committee of the Migrante-International said in its solidarity message read during the launching.  

   “In 2006, the number of Filipinos exported to Canada reached 6,468 – that is almost double the 3,629 that went in 2005.  For [dollar] remittances, Filipinos in Canada last year sent home around $591 million in remittances, which is a whopping 405% increase from the amount of $117 million they sent in 2005,” the statement further said.    

   The formation of Migrante-Ontario is very timely indeed.  Jocelyn Dulnuan’s death has awakened a lot Filipino people in Toronto regarding the neglect that Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) are subject to suffer under the Philippine government.  Migrante-ON, in collaboration with other community organizations, declares to work hard to seek justice for Jocelyn, and to pursue reforms in the Live-in Caregiver Program (LCP).  

   During the press conference called upon by the Jocelyn Dulnuan Support Committee (JDSC) right after the launching, the JDSC also declared its two pressing objectives: 1) to seek justice for Jocelyn; 2) to seek changes to improve the welfare and well-being of caregivers.  Migrante-On is a member of the JDSC.          
   The justice for Jocelyn and the LCP reform issues have gotten the attention and support of two Canadian parliamentarians.  Peggy Nash (MP-NDP) and Cheri DiNovo (MPP-NDP) have pledged during the press conference last Sunday to initiate legislative reforms including the enforcement of the Employment Standards Act (ESA) in the LCP.  “A fundamental change in the live-in caregiver program is needed… for workers under this program to get their equal rights,” said Nash.  MPP DiNovo, on her part, has given an assurance to call for an inquiry into Jocelyn’s case, and to ask government labour authorities to send work inspectors to employers’ homes of the live-in caregivers.       

   Migrante-ON salutes these two parliamentarians for their support to the plight of Filipino migrants here in Ontario.  While considering the support of parliamentarians as a positive step, Migrante-ON still calls on to various organizations and community groups including people of colour to work together.  The time has come for us to come together in forging the fight for change and basic equal rights for migrant workers especially for compatriots who are working under the live-in caregiver program.   

   Migrante-ON believes that persistent struggle, through responsive and pro-active organizing and mobilizing, will continue to thrive in spite of any hardships along the way.  The strength of Migrante-On will definitely come from the strength Filipino migrants unified by the dream of having basic equal rights while working abroad, and the dream of a free, just, democratic and progressive Philippines.  

   An ecumenical remembrance for Jocelyn and all migrant victims of crimes and injustice punctuated the Sunday launching. 

   Members of Migrante-ON include the following organizations: DAMAYAN Migrant Education and Resource Center, United Filipinos For Nationalism and Democracy (UFiND), AWARE/GABAY, Philippine Advocacy Through Arts Canada (PATAC), Pilipinong Migrante Sa Canada (PMSC)-Ottawa, Migrant Workers Family resource Center – Hamilton, UKPC-Toronto, Siklab-Ontario
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