Save Rapu-Rapu Alliance

Rawis, Legazpi City

Report on the Rapu-Rapu Fishkill on October 28, 2007 and Days Thereafter
On October 28, 2007, the SARA Spokesperson, Virgilio S. Perdigon, Jr., received a text message from Mrs. Florabel Repaso-Cañada that many dead fish are floating in the sea near Pagcolbon. the SARA Spokesperson,  , advised her to relay to the people in the area to gather samples, place them in a chest and put much ice. the SARA Spokesperson,  , forwarded the message to Mr. Nong Rangasa who replied that Governor Joey Salceda, DENR, and EMB had been informed and an investigation team had been sent. the SARA Spokesperson,  , also informed the Center for Environmental Concerns and other convenors of the Save Rapu-Rapu Alliance. the SARA Spokesperson,  , called up DWBS and DZGB. Bombo Radyo’s Dondi Bilason was also informed.
Mr. Rangasa and the SARA Spokesperson,  , planned to go to Rapu-Rapu the following day. However, there was no boat going to the island because of the barangay election. We had a problem with the transport of the dead fish sample from Rapu-Rapu to Legazpi. the SARA Spokesperson,  , advised Sagip-Isla to put more ice in the sample container. They said that it had been done and the sample is with Fr. Jerry of Sta. Florentina Parish. When the SARA Spokesperson,  , sent a text message to the Secretary of the Rapu-Rapu Sangguniang Bayan, Mr. Allan Asuncion, he replied that they had been informed and added that his boat the MV Glance was coming over from Rapu-Rapu at noon. the SARA Spokesperson,  , then advised Sagip-Isla to transport the sample via the MV Glance.

The Glance arrived at around 3 pm at Legazpi Pier. the SARA Spokesperson,  , received the sample from a certain Arlo. the SARA Spokesperson,  , met Fr. Anli Baliwas who had video clips of the fishkill in his cellphone. We proceeded to Ely’s Studio to have the video clips transferred on CD. Along the way, we met the ABS-CBN van with Ms. Sarita Kare and Mr. Jose Carretero on board. We had a rendezvous at Quezon Avenue across the street from Ely’s. There, Ms. Kare interviewed Fr. Baliwas. The video clips were copied on 3 CDs. Ms. Kare had her copies on a flash drive.
At 0630 pm, the SARA Spokesperson,  , left Legazpi for Manila bringing with me the dead fish sample in a small cooler filled with ice. The sample reached the Center for Ecological Concerns in Quezon City at around 0930 am on October 30. Later that morning the SARA Spokesperson,  , was informed by text message that the sample was too decomposed for laboratory analysis.
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the SARA Spokesperson,  , returned to Legazpi in the morning of October 31. the SARA Spokesperson,  , received a text message from Mr. Rangasa that he was going to the mine site with some companions and inviting me to join. the SARA Spokesperson,  , arrived at Legazpi Pier at 0845 am. There was no boat going to Rapu-Rapu waiting at the boarding area. Mr. Rangasa directed me to go to the easternmost tip of the port because the boat we would ride on was waiting there. the SARA Spokesperson,  , did as he instructed and found the Lady Jacquiline docked. the SARA Spokesperson,  , learned then that the trip was sponsored by Lafayette. The boat contained a yellow machine and two boxes that looked like big ice chests. The security guard was saying that the boat could not yet go because the yellow machine and the two boxes would be unloaded first by crane whose operator had not yet arrived. The machine was to be repaired. the SARA Spokesperson,  , took a picture of the boat and the three items mentioned. the SARA Spokesperson,  , left at around 0930 am.
In the afternoon, the SARA Spokesperson,  , received a text message from Mrs. Cañada that Lafayette or its apologists are spreading the text message saying that the company could not be responsible for the fishkill because it happened 7 km away, the tailings pond still had 11 meters from the water level to the top of the dam, and the company was not operating at that time. 
the SARA Spokesperson,  , countered that the fishkill was reported from Pagcolbon where Lafayette is operating all the way to the Rapu-Rapu Port. The operation or non-operation of the mine is irrelevant. What is relevant is the fact that poison is impounded in the site at the mercy of heavy rains. The 11-meter allowance is also not a convincing defense because there was a report on October 11 that during the rainy days in the first week of October a near-breach of the dam happened but some desperate measures were taken and an accident was averted. Moreover, the normal management of cyanide (as presented by Ms. Carmelita Borbe Pacis through a powerpoint presentation dated March 22, 2006) consisted of detoxification at the tailings pond, and flow of detoxified liquid to the settling ponds and polishing ponds before the liquid is discharged to the sea. Investigation of the incident should therefore include the detoxification process and the settling and polishing ponds. We should also consider the finding of Dr. Carlito Barril that Lafayette used acid-forming rocks in the construction of its dam.
On November 1, a report from Sagip-Isla stated that the children of a certain Santi Balbin were brought to the hospital in Rapu-Rapu after they ate fish from the sea. Later in the evening the SARA Spokesperson,  , received another report that people in Binosawan, which is adjacent to Pagcolbon on the east, started to vomit after eating fish from the sea near their barangay.
In view of the preceding incidents, the Save Rapu-Rapu Alliance recommends that:

1. A Rapu-Rapu Food Aid Campaign be launched to immediately feed the people of Rapu-Rapu who have been adversely affected by the fishkill;
2. An independent sampling be conducted on the water and dead fish on the coast of every barangay affected and the creeks near the mine site;

3. An investigation be done on the alleged maintenance work performed by Lafayette at the time the fishkill happened;

4. An investigation be conducted on the detoxification process done by Lafayette between October 24 and 29, 2007;
5. An inspection be conducted on the settling and polishing ponds of Lafayette;
6. A new Rapu-Rapu Fact-finding Commission be formed and that its recommendations be strictly followed;

7. Lafayette operations be suspended until a thorough and credible investigation of the fishkill has been done.

8. A follow-up be done on the letter of Save Rapu-Rapu Alliance to Governor Joey Salceda with a copy furnished to the Vice-Governor Brando Sael and Environment Committee Chairman Celso Aytona dated August 22, 2007 stating, among others:
We call for the pro-people development of the island, and preservation and promotion of its biodiversity. We ask the provincial government to prioritize agriculture such as fishing and farming, develop alternative livelihood opportunities, and implement genuine land reform and effective delivery of basic social services. We propose to the Governor the promotion of fastcraft transportation to facilitate travel to and from the mainland. We ask the Governor to intercede for the construction of environment-friendly roads to make it easier for the inhabitants to transport their farm produce. 
9. Former DENR Secretary Angelo Reyes be held accountable for approving the resumption of Lafayette operations after the “tutorial runs” which Dr. Barril evaluated as highly defective; he stated, “You fail it, the SARA Spokesperson,  , close it.” Lafayette has failed many times and yet it is still allowed to operate

10. Current DENR Secretary Lito Atienza be censured for his delayed action on the fishkill

11. Former Albay Governor Fernando Gonzalez, Former Sorsogon Governor Raul Lee, Former Albay Second District Congressman Carlos Imperial, Former Albay Governor Al Francis Bichara, and Former Albay Vice-Governor James Calisin, among others, be held liable for the continued destruction of the environment in and around Rapu-Rapu Island after their active endorsement of the Lafayette mining project
 Mr. Manuel Rangasa
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