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For years, progressive child-focused organizations like Kabiba Alliance for Children’c Concerns in Mindanao have been challenging government statistics about poverty vis-à-vis its implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UN CRC). 

However, it took one child like Mariannet Amper, one statistic to prove in the bleakest terms that poverty does exist and that government as primary duty bearer failed to uphold children’s rights to survival and development.

The government is still in the state of denial that latest Social Weather Station (SWS) survey gave government failing marks for ensuring that no family will be hungry. According to International Food Research Policy Institute (IFRPI), about 11-million Filipinos have been experiencing extreme poverty and hunger which the Arroyo administration holds the distinction of generating the highest level of poverty and hunger compared to previous administrations. 

On the other hand, the Arroyo government is singing hosannas about the country’s economic performance and is one in declaring that the economy has taken off and is on track reaching First World Status in a number of years. It cited the surging peso exchange rate and the bullish stock market as evidence. 

For Kabiba, government’s argument of economic growth does not connect with concrete reality because surging peso and bullish stock market have little impact on the lives of most Filipinos. What most Filipinos care about are gut issues like food on the table, better paying jobs, affordable prices of basic goods and services, and sufficient government spending for public health and basic education.

There are reasons to doubt government statistics on poverty as well as reasons to doubt the government’s motive on the conduct of investigation on the case of Manette Amper’s suicide.

Child-focused groups lauded the government investigation but warned the government of its motive to divert from the basic issue of poverty to mere issue of criminality (rape) just to wash its hands and escape its accountability and responsibility.

Indeed, the conduct autopsy did not consider the presence of the family and independent groups as part of the process to ensure transparent and credible probing conclusions. Child-focused groups are saying this apprehension because it seems that government probe tends to deny the fact that Mannette committed suicide out of despair and frustration due basically to dehumanizing poverty situation.    

The Arroyo government cannot accept the fact that its so-called anti-poverty program is a failure, that extreme poverty does exist and has a face of a desperate and destitute child. In effect, the government is not really serious in implementing the UN CRC when increasing number of children continues to languish below the subsistence and poverty threshold. 
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