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Mariannet’s death depicts bad state of Philippine economy and governance, says KABIBA

New shoes, schoolbag, bicycle, jobs for her parents, alleviation from poverty are not just simple wishes of Marianet Amper, 11-year old girl-child who hanged herself on November 2 due to desperation of her family’s miserable poverty. Her wishes are actually the child’s desire to actualize her fundamental right to education, recreation and economic survival that are supposedly due to all Filipino children.

This is the viewpoint of Honey May Suazo, Executive Secretary of Kabiba Alliance for Children’s Concerns in Mindanao. Suazo stressed that the death of Mariannet represents the true state of the nation because children’s situation are indicators of how good or bad the country’s economy and governance are. 

Suazo chided the statement of Health Secretary Francisco Duque III in a media interview dismissing the incident as isolated case. “It is a calloused statement that is trying to portray that the Arroyo government is really serious in addressing poverty and hunger. The government is in state of denial that its so-called anti-poverty and anti-hunger program is a big sham. How would the government explain the report of International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) that 17.55% is the Philippine’s Global Hunger Index and 11-million people are living in extreme poverty?”, she added.

“Even though the government has ordered the Department of Budget and Management (DBM) to release PhP 1-billion to accelerate the government’s so-called hunger-mitigation and anti-poverty program but child-focused groups view it as palliative measure that is not sustainable. The problem of poverty and hunger are not just a problem of budget allocation but a structural problem brought about by the government’s anti-people and anti-children economic policies such as liberalization, privatization and deregulation. Further, so many anti-poverty programs with corresponding budget had been launched by the government but merely end-up into PR tactics for political mileage and source of corruption”, said the Kabiba executive.

The sad story of Mariannet depicts the sad situation of the Filipino children. Children’s wishes are simple that must be given primary concern of the Arroyo government rather than acting like a bad Santa Claus giving cash gifts amounting to PhP 500,000 as bribe money to her political allies in order to ensure its political survival.#
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