Resolution No. 2007-05: 
Statement on Corruption and Moral Ascendancy
Four years ago, the delegates of the 21st General Convention, in a collective discernment from November 17-21, 2004, determined that “the forces of darkness wreaking havoc and misery upon our people one of which is bureaucratic corruption, robs our people of the blessings for a life abundant” (Statement on Graft and Corruption). The NCCP expressed grave concern over large scale stealing of public funds by those in government that time and took to task the Arroyo Administration for an honest to goodness campaign against graft and corruption in high places and prosecute offenders.

Fast forward to 2007 and the 22nd General Convention, we see the same administration faced with the same problems but this time in brazen proportions. The stakes have become higher and the money trail led to the steps of the highest office in the land. In the minds of our people, these scams - P1.1 billion Diosdado Macapagal road, the P200-million Jose Pidal account, the $503-million NorthRail project, the P728-million fertilizer fund - remain unresolved. Then comes the $329 National Broadband Network Deal with ZTE Corp which furthered the erosion of the people’s trust on the president and her husband. 

The latest in the long line of scandalous events was the doling out of huge amounts of cash to some members of the Congress and some other provincial officials at the Malacañang Palace. In an attempt to assuage the public furor after the revelation of a cleric turned governor, various groups allied with the president from the Governors’ League to the president’s own party, KAMPI came out to claim that the money was theirs. Just recently no less than the World Bank expressed its concern over the irregularities involving bid rigging for a road building program and put on hold a $232-million loan, until a reliable investigation has been conducted. 

All these strings of scandals involve mind boggling amounts of money, while the vast majority of our people wallow in abject poverty.  Bribery and other corrupt practices continue to be the glaring manifestations of a moral decadence under the present administration. These shady practices seem to have become the norm and are often times in tandem with efforts to ensure the president’s political survival.    
The presidential elections in 2004 is an election best remembered for the scandalous “Hello Garci” tapes, a COMELEC whose credibility was already eroding and the fertilizer scam, where billions of pesos meant for farmers were allegedly diverted to ensure victory. To remain in power, decency has been sacrificed in the desire to remain in power.

The NCCP laments that general mistrust, cynicism and disgust have replaced public trust in government. When public trust is lost, then the moral ascendancy to govern is itself is lost. 
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