Resolution No. 2008-03

Statement on the Present Human Rights Crisis
(22nd General Convention)
Humans were created in the image of God (cf. Gen. 1:26). Life and human dignity are gifts from God, as such they should be protected – not to be distorted, defaced and shattered (8th NCCP General Convention, November 17-19, 1977). 
Since 2001, the country has been having a human rights crisis. Thousands of Filipinos including more than 800 victims of extra-judicial executions have been issuing a collective cry for justice. This collective cry was detailed in “Let the Stones Cry Out: An Ecumenical Report on Human Rights in the Philippines and A Call to Action” that the NCCP released in March 2007.
The said report discussed in detail the crisis that showed a pattern of human rights violations nationwide, specifically extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, abduction, torture, arbitrary detention and strong military presence in rural and urban poor communities. The victims of these human rights violations (HRVs) were human rights lawyers, clergymen, church workers, local government officials, peasant leaders, union leaders and other members and supporters of people’s organizations critical of government’s anti-people policies. The pattern shows that the human rights crisis was brought about by the Philippine government’s counter insurgency program that has targeted not only armed rebels but also unarmed civilians. 

This analysis is shared in part by the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Philip Alston, Amnesty International, Asian Human Rights Commission, and Human Rights Watch along with our international ecumenical friends, foremost of which is the World Council of Churches. 
Even after “Let the Stones Cry Out” was released, the human rights violations continue. Among church people alone, the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP) reported that since March 2007, seven more of its members and pastors were victims of HRVs that range from extrajudicial killings, illegal arrests, and abductions resulting to enforced disappearances or detention. One of its Pastors, Berlin Guerrero, remains incarcerated to this day on trumped up charges.

Worse, the collective cry for justice continues to remain unanswered. The families of Bp. Alberto Ramento, Fr. William Tadena, Rev. Jemias Tinambacan, Pastor Isias Sta. Rosa, Noel Noli Capulong and other martyrs whose lives were taken by assassins, are still continuing their vigil for justice.
Thankfully, there are sprinklings of hope. Noteworthy is the efforts of our brother in faith, Chief Justice Reynato Puno, for a more pro-active Supreme Court on the issue of extra-judicial killings and enforced disappearances with the promulgation of the writ of amparo. This writ was instrumental in the release of Ruel Muñasque, a UCCP youth leader who was tortured while in the custody of the military. Also significant are the efforts of our international ecumenical friends who continue to project the issue in the international arena and engage the governments in their home-fronts to do something about the crisis.

The assault on human rights in the country is not an isolated case. Throughout Asia, we hear and read of this crisis being experienced by our sisters and brothers in Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Myanmar and Nepal. In these countries, people’s rights are being trampled. The “war on terror” is used to justify repressive and cruel acts. As a Council, let us reach out in solidarity to churches in these countries because our ecumenical journey and struggle is linked with theirs.
Recently, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA (NCCUSA) and the Church World Service gave the NCCP and the Philippine Working Group (PWG) an award of excellence for their outstanding work on human rights protection in the Philippines. May this inspire the member churches of the NCCP to continue the advocacy for human rights and the ministry for protecting God’s gift of life. Let us continue sounding the clarion call as we weave the patchwork for justice and peace: Stop the Killings and other Human Rights Violations NOW! Justice for the Victims![image: image1.png]



