Resolution No. 2008-04

RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE RESUMPTION OF THE PEACE NEGOTIATIONS
WHEREAS, the National Council of Churches in the Philippines is committed to peace. It is a commitment…that is rooted in our being as Christians and in our calling as churches. Peace is what the ministry of Christ is all about (NCCP Statement, 23 January 1987). In the 14th General Convention, the theme “Seek Peace and Pursue It” (14 November 1989), guided the Council in its peacemaking ministry.

WHEREAS, the country is still in a state of unpeace. The NCCP believes that peace is not just the absence of war but also encompasses the need to address the complex issue of the socio-economic, political and cultural spheres of our society; and, that a major concern for peace is the decades-old civil war that has been raging in the country, with the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP), on the one hand, as contending parties, and the GRP and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), on the other.

WHEREAS, the declaration of an all-out-war by the government against its perceived enemies, its counter-insurgency program, and the subsequent militarization in the countryside, have brought about rampant human rights violations that has resulted in the deaths of more than 800 people, including 26 church people. Based on the findings of UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, Prof. Philip Alston, the “counter-insurgency strategy and recent changes in the priorities of the criminal justice system are of special importance to understanding why the killings continue” (Report to the 62nd Session of the UN General Assembly, 16 August 2007).

WHEREAS, while the GRP-MILF peace talks is ongoing, the GRP-NDF Peace Negotiations remains suspended.

WHEREAS, the NCCP believes that principled negotiations by both parties, which are sincerely committed to the realization of people’s aspirations, is an essential path towards just and lasting peace (NCCP Statement, 13 November 2002). 

WHEREAS, in all his public statements during his visit to the Philippines from November 17-22, 2007, Rev. Dr. Sam Kobia, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, commended “the resilience of the Filipino people” and the enduring concern and courageous witness of the NCCP for just and lasting peace.

WHEREAS, the call of the Filipino people was buoyed by the recent creation of the Philippine Ecumenical Peace Platform (PEPP) through the Norwegian Ecumenical Peace Platform (NEPP),  to make the voices calling for peace, specifically the resumption of the formal negotiations between the GRP and the NDFP louder.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as it is hereby resolved, that the NCCP, in its effort to weave the patchwork for justice and peace, renew its commitment to its peacemaking ministry in issuing the persistent call for the resumption of the peace negotiations with the end in view of addressing the roots of the conflict, namely: poverty, landlessness, and socio-economic inequity.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council and its member churches:  
· reinvigorate the conduct of peace education activities at the grassroots level ;
· amplify its public advocacy starting with the renunciation of the government’s all-out-war policy and counter-insurgency strategy as major impediments to peace; and,
· take a very active role in the PEPP. 

