Pagpupugay kay Monico Atienza

Ng Antonio Zumel Center for Press Freedom

Disyembre 6, 2007

Taos-pusong ipinapaabot ng Antonio Zumel Center for Press Freedom ang kanyang marubdob na pakikiramay at pagdadalamhati sa pamilya, mga kaibigan at kasama ni Monico Atienza. Si Ka Nic ay pumanaw kahapon, Diseyembre 5.
Si Ka Nic ay ating alalahanin sa kanyang masidhi at determinadong pakikipaglaban para sa interes ng mamamayan laluna sa madilim na panahon ng batas military. Si Ka Nic ay dumanas ng napakasidhing pisikal at mental tortyur sa kamay ng kaaway nang siya ay mahuli noong 1974. Tinangka ng brutal na militar na ipagkanulo ni Ka Nic ang rebolusyon at mga kasama. Subalit siya ay nanatiling matatag at militante. Ang kapakanan at kaligtasan ng rebolusyonaryong kilusan at mga kasama ang pinapangunahin niyang inalala.
Lagi niyang isinasaisip ang paghihirap ng mayorya ng mamamayang Pilipino sa ilalim ng mga reaksyonaryong naghaharing uri; na ang bawat isa ay may papel na gagampanan sa pambansa demokratikong pakikibaka ng masa; at kung paano makakakalap ng mga rekurso para sa rebolusyon. Kung may isang halimbawa ng tumugon sa simpleng pamumuhay at masikhay na paggawa, ito ay si Ka Nic.

Maraming kwentong naibahagi si Ka Nic sa mga nakababatang kasapi ng kilusan. Lagi siyang nagdidiin sa mga aral na nahahango sa mga karanasan. Maingat siyang hindi nila tingnan ang rebolusyon na isang romantikong pakikipagsapalan. Ito ang kanyang paraan upang ihanda sila na haharapin ang mahaba at pormidableng pakikibaka. Isa sa mga paboritong sipi ni Ka Nic ay “Hindi isang piknik ang rebolusyon”. Isang seryosong tao si Ka Nic, ngunit siya ay isa ring palabirong kasama na may “deadpan humor”.
Balon si Ka Nic ng mga ideya at pagpupursige na payamanin, paunlarin at palaganapin ang lenggwaheng Pilipino. Ang yaman at buhay ng ating lenggwahe ay makikita sa kanyang mga tula at iba pang sulatin. Ang kanyang mga tula ay isang aral ng kalikasan ng ating lenggwahe.

Habang tayo ay nagpapalaalam kay Ka Nic, siya ay mananatiling buhay sa ating alaala bilang isang guro, isang makata, isang kaibigan at isang kasama.
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Tribute to Monico Atienza

By the Antonio Zumel Center for Press Freedom

December 6, 2007

The Antonio Zumel Center for Press Freedom conveys its deepest condolence and sorrow to the family, colleagues and comrades of Prof. Monico Atienza. Ka Nic as he was fondly called passed away yesterday, December 5.
Ka Nic will be remembered for his intensity and determination to carry out the people’s interest even during the darkest hours of martial law. He suffered severe and grave physical and mental torture at the hands of the enemies upon his arrest in 1974. The brutal enemy tried to break him to betray the revolution and his comrades. But he stood firm and militant putting the safety and interest of the revolutionary movement and the comrades foremost in his mind. 
Ka Nic would talk about the suffering of the majority of the people under the rule of the small minority of the reactionary classes; how each one has a role to play in the national democratic struggle of the masses; and how the movement should muster resources for the revolution. If there is an epitome of simple living and hard work, it was Ka Nic.
He had many stories to share with the young members of the movement. He always put stress on the lessons to be learned from past experiences. He was always careful that they do not romanticize the struggle. It was his way of preparing others for the long, arduous and formidable fight ahead. One of his favourite quotes was “revolution was no picnic”.  But although Ka Nic was a very serious person, he was also a comrade who could be funny. He had this deadpan humour.
Ka Nic was a wellspring of ideas and efforts to enrich, develop and propagate the Pilipino national language.  The Pilipino language is abundant and alive in his prose and poetry. His poetry is a study of the purity of the language. 
And now we say goodbye to Ka Nic who will forever be remembered as the people’s teacher, poet, friend and comrade. 
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