ALLIANCE FOR CHILDRENS CONCERNS
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CHILDREN CLAIM MENDIOLA AS THEY MARCH AGAINST HUNGER, VIOLENCE AND CORRUPTION AND FOR PEACE, JUSTICE AND DEVELOPMENT
Braving what has usually been denied to militant activists, some 300 children and child rights advocates dared to march their way to Mendiola to express their voice on the different issues surrounding children’s rights to the resident of Malacanang, Pres. Gloria Arroyo.  Children coming from the different areas threatened with demolition waved placards with simple calls for jobs, decent housing and food while children-victims of human rights violations, some even coming from as far as Quezon Province to escape from military operations carried calls for peace, justice and against human rights violations. 
Led by Salinlahi Alliance for Children’s Concern, a broad alliance of different child rights groups, the children crooned their calls ala-Christmas carols. The yuletide’s icon – Santa Claus was replaced by the Christmas Grinch with the face of Pres. Arroyo, giving presents to children.  This time inside the colorfully wrapped gifts are controversial issues such as ZTE-NBN scam, oil price hike, political killings and other issues embodied by the mobilizations theme: “May K rin kami! Labanan ang Kagutuman, Karahasan, at Korupsyon! “
According to Alphonse Rivera, Officer-in-Charge of Salinlahi Alliance, the issue of corruption, oil price hike and continuous militarization both in rural and urban areas greatly affect the lives of these children. “It is revolting to think that top officials who have benefitted from corruption such as the ZTE scam can afford to live in a lavish lifestyle while there are children who have resorted to suicide to escape their miserable condition brought by poverty,” said Rivera as he cited the case of Marianeth Amper of Davao City.
He further assailed that the ongoing military operations aggravate the conditions of children in the rural areas.  About 30 children from Quezon Province together with their families fled their homes when military operations started to harass and threaten them. They have stopped attending their classes as a result of their displacement for their safety. 
“The Christmas Grinch in the person of Mrs. Arroyo has rendered a bleak Christmas for these children.  It is heartbreaking that these children have to endure hardship even at a time when everyone is supposed to be enjoying and celebrating this joyous season,” Rivera ended.   ### 
