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- A movement to proactively advance the Social Justice Agenda of the Church -
 

Respect Human Life! Uphold Human Dignity!
Fight for Human Rights!
Praise and glory to God the source of all liberation through Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of all our struggles, with the Holy Spirit by whom we come to the fullness of freedom!
We are now at the eve of our celebration for Human Rights’ Day which is the commemoration for the enforcement of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. We are also at the eve of the year-long preparation for the Declaration’s 60th anniversary to be held on the 10th of December 2008.
We are indeed graced, humbled, awed and inspired for the many years of toil and hardship that humanity endured so that peoples, nations, states everywhere may come to understand the universal, effective recognition and observance of the dignity of the human person and the utmost respect and reverence for the person’s rights.
But more than just remembering the extraordinary accomplishment on that fateful day of December 10, 1948 in Paris, France when 48 nation-state signatories agreed upon a document stipulating and guaranteeing a broad range of political, civil, social, cultural and economic rights of human persons, it is imperative – with an ever-renewed conviction – to wrestle on with all our might that human life, human dignity and human rights are not only for the brave, the strong, the mighty, the powerful, the rich, the influential, the aggressor, the victorious, the triumphant, and the prominent. 
Human life, human dignity and human rights are first and foremost – most extraordinarily mandated – for the poor, the masses, the oppressed, the marginalized, the downtrodden, the landless farmers, the exploited, the voiceless, the homeless, the orphan, the violated, the trafficked, the excluded, the tortured, the dehumanized – and not just a measly appendage to their ghastly existence. Human life, human dignity and human rights cannot simply be a property, a registered trademark or even a copyrighted memorandum or a unilateral adjudication favoring the elite few who have power, for those who dominate and domineer.
And at this crucial juncture of human history and the most critical period of  the Philippine saga for social transformation, the most riveting image of human life, human dignity and human rights ultimately and distinctively worth waging for is the enduring struggle of our people for national self-determination. Life, dignity, rights for all Filipinos!
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An Excerpt from the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church:
Filling in the gap between the letter and the spirit
158. The solemn proclamation of human rights is contradicted by a painful reality of violations, wars and violence of every kind, in the first place, genocides and mass deportations, the spreading on a virtual worldwide dimension of ever new forms of slavery such as trafficking in human beings, child soldiers, the exploitation of workers, illegal drug trafficking, prostitution. “Even in countries with democratic forms of government, these rights are not always fully respected”.[331]
Unfortunately, there is a gap between the “letter” and the “spirit” of human rights,[332] which can often be attributed to a merely formal recognition of these rights. The Church’s social doctrine, in consideration of the privilege accorded by the Gospel to the poor, repeats over and over that “the more fortunate should renounce some of their rights so as to place their goods more generously at the service of others” and that an excessive affirmation of equality “can give rise to an individualism in which each one claims his own rights without wishing to be answerable for the common good”.[333]
Notes:
[331] John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus, 47: AAS 83 (1991), 852.
[332] Cf. John Paul II, Encyclical Letter Redemptor Hominis, 17: AAS 71 (1979), 295-300.
[333] Paul VI, Encyclical Letter Octogesima Adveniens, 23: AAS 63 (1971), 418.
