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LEGAZPI CITY -– Msgr. Lucilo Quiambao, acting bishop of Legazpi, has called for the closure of Lafayette Philippines, Inc. (LPI) for allegedly causing the Oct. 28, 2007 fishkill in the island municipality of Rapu-rapu, Albay. 

        In a radio interview Wednesday followed by a Pastoral letter, Quimbao said there were no fishkills in the waters of Rapu-rapu before the establishment of the Australian mining firm. 

        He laughed off reports allegedly coming from government sources that the fish had died because of drowning. 

        "Dr. Luis Mendoza, Albay Provincial Health Officer, is willing to testify that three children had been hospitalized in Rapu-rapu after eating shellfish believed to have been contaminated with poisonous chemicals from Lafayette," the bishop said. 

        Quiambao quoted Dr. Ermelina Regis of the Ateneo de Naga University, an alleged expert on mining, as saying that "if the rocks and soil are disturbed, the acid will flow into the sea and kill the fish." 

        "Mining is second to machineries and factories as pollutants that affect the ozone layer," Quimbao said. 

        "The government should honestly accept the reality in Rapu-rapu and that the truth should come out," he added. 

        Independent- minded residents here, however, said that the good bishop and his anti-mine groups had already made their conclusions even before the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) has come out with its findings on what really caused the fishkill. 

        In a telephone interview with this reporter, Dr. Mendoza denied having linked Lafayette to the hospitalization of the three children in Rapu-rapu. 

        "Bishop Quiambao must have misquoted me because what I actually said was that the three children had been hospitalized after eating shellfish but I did not say that the shellfish was contaminated with poisonous chemical from Lafayette," Dr. Mendoza said. 

        Reacting to the statements and pastoral letter of Bishop Quiambao, Atty. Bayani Agabin, LPI spokesman, said: "To settle the matter once and for all and to stop the anti-mining groups form using the Church, we have invited the good bishop and his panel of experts and even the anti-mining groups and the media to visit Rapu-Rapu and the mining site of Lafayette. We have nothing to hide." 

        Agabin said that according to government authorities and experts as well as barangay officials there was no fishkill as the project was too far away from the Poblacion where the alleged fishkill was found. 

        "Barangay Pagcolbon, where we are, certified that there was no fishkill," Agabin said. 

        Unfortunately, however, the anti-mining groups did not accept the invitation of Lafayette.#

