AUDACITY OF HOPE
We, the undersigned of the Philippine Ecumenical Peace Platform, composed of representatives from the Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines, the National Council of Churches in the Philippines, the Philippine Council of Evangelical Churches, the Ecumenical Bishop’s Forum and the Association of Major Religious Superiors in the Philippines gathered in Tagaytay from November 17-19, 2007 declare that  we:
· are disturbed by the continuing rapid erosion of the nation’s moral fabric, the growing indifference and cynicism among our people, especially our youth,  to anomalies and misdeeds committed in high places of government; 

· are deeply concerned with the continuing aggravation of our social and economic problems leading to the deteriorating peace and order situation, and the breakdown of the rule of law;
· acknowledge and accept our role and responsibility as ministers of the Gospel that sets all people free and witnesses to the resurrection of Christ.
· are desirous of contributing to the solution of these problems that beset our people today,

· are aware of the peace negotiations between the Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP); and
· concur with its objective of attaining a just and lasting peace by addressing the roots of the armed conflict in this country, through the institution of  fundamental  social, economic and political reforms. 
-    appreciate the fact that despite the current and long-standing impasse, both parties have recently expressed their openness to the resumption of  talks, and have taken initial steps in this direction.  
Thus, we call on the the GRP and NDFP to immediately undertake measures to reactivate and revitalize the stalled negotiations and resume the formal peace talks without preconditions, in accordance with all prior bilateral agreements. We call on the two parties to immediately conduct informal exploratory talks to break the impasse, seek ways of surmounting the obstacles and resolve the outstanding issues with respect to the resumption of formal talks. 
In particular, we now urge the GRP and NDFP to undertake goodwill and confidence-building measures, including the reaffirmation of  the validity and effectivity of all their previous agreements (such as the 1992 Hague Joint Declaration, the Joint Agreement on Safety and Immunity Guarantees or  JASIG, and the Comprehensive Agreement on the Respect for Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, or CARHRIHL) and the reactivation of the Joint Monitoring Committee.

For our part, we commit to continue sowing the seeds of peace and justice. Anytime is the best time to “seek peace and pursue it”. We shall  engage our communities and mobilize our organizations in the discussion of the elemental barriers to peace and the equally essential issues that promote a just and lasting peace. We shall henceforth take a more active role, for example,  in contributing to the dissemination and implementation of the CARHRIHL, and in generating discussions on social, economic and political reforms, especially among the youth and other basic sectors who are the main stakeholders in the peace process. 
These we will do in prayer and with the audacity to hope that the cries for long and lasting peace and justice will reverberate in this land and finally come to pass. 
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