GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES CONDEMN BRUTAL DISPERSAL OF STRIKING HACIENDA LUISITA WORKERS

Government employees accused President Gloria Macapagal- Arroyo and her labor secretary for the brutal dispersal operation against striking workers of Hacienda Luisita. According to COURAGE National President Ferdie Gaite, "If there is someone to be blamed and prosecuted for the bloody dispersal operation against the workers of Hacienda Luisita, it should be President Arroyo and Sec. Santo Tomas. Both of them should be held accountable and charged for the death of 8 farm workers and injury to more than 200 workers and sympathizers."

"The strike could have been avoided if only President Arroyo granted the much needed salary increase demanded by private and public sector employees. But the demand for a P 125 and P 3, 000 across the board wage increase for private and public employees have for a long time been disregarded by the president despite obvious deterioration of the living condition of fixed income earners. Their policy to leave salary increases to the regional wage boards and to the CBA negotiations between management and employees of every company have for a long time been established as useless and a tactic to peg the salaries at a minimum. The deadlock between management and workers of Hacienda Luisita is proof of the administration's deceptive policy on worker's wages. This is the reason why workers resort to strike because they see no other way to resolve the low wages they have been receiving. 

Gaite also clarified that the president also had a hand with the seeming intolerance of the police against the strikers, "The hacienda workers cannot be blamed for whatever happened at the picket line. The police and the military are following the president's policy to crack down on every form of dissent. This is her strong republic at work, a government that defends and protects the interest of big landlords and businesses. She has institutionalized state violence and the crack down at Hacienda Luisita is just one of the many brutal attack by the state against a hungry nation struggling to keep itself alive.

The statement issued by the labor secretary after the dispersal operation was also scored, "After learning that the second dispersal resulted in a number of dead and injured strikers, without a feeling of guilt and remorse she blamed the strikers for the violence. This is unpardonable and condemnable. Her resignation is the least of that she could do for now."

"Sec. Santo Tomas like the president does not know what public service is all about, not even the word responsibility and delicadeza. She doesn't deserve to be labor secretary because she has never advanced the cause of workers. The employees at the DOLE could assert to that, she desperately tried to destroy the unity of the members of the DOLE employees union but she failed. She is well known for her being pro- capitalist and anti- labor." #


