	[image: image1.jpg]yeilance on grounds that he main-
tained contacts with the New
People’s Army in the area.

3. What military investigators
have dug up so far merely consti-
tutes theories, at best, unsubstan-
tiated and to a large extent, loop-
holed and contradictory. More-
over, the investigations were un-
coordinated and'half-heartedly
conducted. Potential witnesses
who were willing to testify were
never even tapped, i.e. Bobby’s fa-
mily, immediate neighbors, hos-





	[image: image2.jpg]pital personnel, police and. military
security assigned to the hospital
and the vicinity of the clinic...”

Is the apparent half-heartedness
of the military authorities in in-
vestigating the crime an indicator
of military complicity, the mission
asked.

In the light of these conclusions,
the mission framed the following
Tecommendations: 1. An impartial
and speedy investigation should
be made, and an independent body
Created to produce the killers and
Prosecute thew. All possible wit-
nessesshould be brought forward
2nd guaranteed their immediate
and long term protection. Attempts
* smear the good name of the doc-
or by branding him as 2 double
2eent Fould be stopped. 2. The
Wife 2nd son of the late doctor







	[image: image3.jpg]should be indemnified. 3. All mi-
litary harassments and atrocities
committed against civilians ren-
Qering service to the people shouid
be stopped. And 4. A publicity car
paign on a national and interna-
tional level should be made to pro-
test atrocities of the same nature.
M eanwhile, the NPA itself has

categorically denied that it has

- anything to do with dela Paz’s
murder. In aletter read over sta-
tion DYLB in Tacloban city last
June 8, the Operational Command
of the outlawed group’s Samar-
Leyte District pointed out that it
would have no reason to kill Dr.
dela Paz, described as “a good
man who served wholeheartedly
and loved the people.” Bobby,
the letter emphasized,has no
criminal or counter-revolutionary
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‘The letter adds: “The NPAis
the army of the people and it up-
holds and protects the interests
of the people. Can the NPA kill
Dr. dela Paz who stood up for.
the interests of the people till his
death?

1t ridiculed the military accusa-
tion with the popular saying that
“if you point an accusing finger
at another, do not forget that.
three of your fingers point back
toyou” Itis clear from informa-
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the killing that the military kill-
ed Dr. dela Paz, the letter says,
cormborating Sylvia’s and the fa-
mily’s unshakeable suspicions
about the matter.

But who are these witnesses and

how can an investigation body pro-|
s I

ceed without their help? Without *
their testimony, both sides are re-
duced to tilting at shadows instead
o Laiking raCts.

The bigger shadow of doubt, how-
“ever, rests on the military. Reflect-
ing on thé findings, the PCHR allude
to the pattern, established in docu- 4
mented cases, of military action “
wherever the military’s involvement |
is strongly suspected: e B

1. They are quick to point out the
NPA or MNLF as the perpetrators
of the killing.




	[image: image6.jpg]1. They are quick to point out E5€
NPA or MNLF as the perpetrators
of the Killing.

2 Witnesses are intimidated and.
harassed by military personnel
with threats of incarceration, or
worse, they just disappear

3. No thorough investigations and
reports are made..

4. Cases are deferred indefinitely.

5. The “culprits” are produced

and “tried” in a military court.

6. High-ranking military authori-
ties deny any participation in the
Killings and claim that their men .
acted without orders.






	[image: image7.jpg]7. Military personnel involved in
atrocities are transferred, reassigned
or pulled out.

The probability is traced to increas:
ing militarization despite the lifting
of martial law - the government’s re-
action to the growing restiveness of
an exploited people clamoring for
their legitimate rights. “There is a
definite link,”” Fr. Peter Lucero of
Catbalogan asserts, “between milita-
rization and the presence of multi-
national corporations in Samar.”
The deployment of military troops,
he points out, corresponds to the ar-
eas distributed to logging and min-

" ing concessions. The pattern also
involves. “massacres in the rural
areas and killings in the urban areas.!

“Idon’t know of any link bet-
ween myhusbandand the NPA,”
Sylvia dela Paz stated categorically

5 during a recent press conference
on the results of the fact-finding.

TiglonA “‘But we strongly believe.

it is the mill ponsibl

e e me

tive was to silence somebody

whom they believe has links with

the NPA> <

Because of this, she has few
illusions that the killer of her
husband will be produced.

But public consciousness has
been aroused. On June I8, 1 some
1,500 people crammed the small |
Fleur de Lis Auditorium a6 St.
Pauls College in Manila to lis-
ten to a program of national-
ist songs and tribute to the
slain doctor. -
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‘man, representative of the Phil-
ippine Medical Association (PMA)
announced that the PMA House
of Delegates has passed a resolu-
tion “urging the President of the
Philippines to investigate the
circumstances of the ignominous
killing of Dr. dela Paz.” The PMA
also urged that the ful filment.
of the Hippocratic oath be made:
a “strong and prominent conside-
ration in such investigation.” She
also announced that one of the
floors of the new PMA building
will be named after Bobby dela
Paz.

Earlier, Mabini Chairman Bob-
bit Sanches delivered a national
situationaer, enumerating a mass
of data on arrests, disappearances
and salvaging cases.

Representatives of various
professions - lawyers, nurses,
Journalists, fishermen, the reli-
gious, social workers, artists -
took turns in illustrating how
peculiar problems in their respect-
ive fields are all rooted in deeper
social contradiction.

Surely, no ‘one can say that the
killer has escaped the dragnet this
time. He has been positively iden-
tified. People are on the watch
for his every move. And if their
“resolve and determination to fol-
low through what Bobby died
for”/means anything, the killer,
ywhoever he is, has good reason to
be sweating in his boots. (@







