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Salvador P. Lopez

Hero of Tacloban

NOW THAT we have
got the story of the
murder of Dr. Rem-
berto (Bobby) de la
Paz on _the editorial
page of the newsps-
pers, we must insist
that the story be told
yet one more time —
but this time on page
one.

The reader will re
call that Bobby was
kiled on April 23,
1982, in his clinic in Catbalogan, Western Samar,
by an unidentified person who riddled his body
with 11 bullefs. Despite repeated warnings by the
military authorities, Bobby had_persisted in
gving medical treatment to all who sought his
help including, without doubt, members of the
rebel NPA. The authorities did not want Bobby
to give 2id and comfort to the enemy.

‘We first wrote about Bobby in this column on
May 9. Since then, ofher writers have recounted
the now familiar details of the tragic story. The
stories had one thing in common: they all ended
‘with a question explicit or implied: Why, after all
this time (six weeks), has no statement on the

case been made by any responsible person in
authority?

One would have thought that the killing of

Bobbyde la Paz was deserving at least of some,
reaction or comment by General Fabian Ver,
Genera Fidel Ramos, o National Defense )i
mister Juan Ponce Exzie. If thoy. el ike
saying anything that might b:%’pnﬁ‘ér
the bereaved family, or show that they share the
concem felt by so many peopl, they could have.
‘made an announcement that would allay, suspi-
cion of a cover-up. They could have said that an
official investigation was being undertaken and
that an announcement would be forthcoming in
due course.

‘Such a statement though long overdue would
still be welcome. It should be made soon f only.
to_provide momentary assurance that the case
has not consigned to o the dead files of unsolved,

forgotten crimes.
e might g0 even farther than this, Because
of the cry of anguished protest it has aroused,
the murder of Bobby de la Paz clearly warrants a
comment from President Marcos himself.
The rural training program: for new doctors.

was set up_ about eight years ago pursuant to
2 presidential | decree which made. tion
in such program a prerequisite for the grant of a

medical degree. In the U.P. College of Medicine
the training program was first set up in Bay,
Laguna From there, it moved on to Tacloban,
Leyte, where it has since been developed to
become a model of its kind. It is now an impor-
tant component of the new type of streamlined,
barsio-oriented medical course supervised by the
UP., dnd to which Tacloban has given its name.

It wasin the Tacloban program that Bobby de
1a Paz and his wife Sylvia first caught the virus of
committed service to the people, especially the
poor. They never recovered. In the end, in a
manner of speaking, Bobby dicd of the infection.

President Marcos thus bears 3 certain.
bility for young doctors like Bobby in
complying with the presidential decree, also fuk-
flled & powerful moral commitment to serve the-
people regardless of risk.

The presidential decree specified only that the
aspiring doctors undergo a six-month period of
training in the rural arcas. It did not say that
they should limit thei minstration to people
holding “correct” political views. Their mandate
Was o cure the sick in the rural sress
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Preddent and Mrs Marcos are Wg{
after day in activities of varying degrees of
portance. 1s it inapy p-u&d-h».
artyrdom of Bobby dia Paz
‘only of their notice but of their cont

Ts the delvery of health care to the
still  part of official.

Ve'cannot bring Bobby de Ia Pz
world of the living. But we can keep1
Breen a5 a devoted servant of the poo
o the cause of servies o the:
the creed of Taclaban,





	


