	[image: image1.jpg]‘VIEW POINT [ Salvader P. Lopez
‘When love becomes subverswe





	


	[image: image2.jpg]ON April 23,
1982, at 430
p.m., Dr. Rem-
berto ““Bobby”
Alcantara de la
Paz, aged 29,
(UP. Class '76),
was shot by an
unknown person
while hotding clinic in his down-
town office in Catbalogan, Wester.
Samar, Eleven bullets fired from 2
45 caliber pistol pierced his chest,
diaphragm, heart, spleen, intes-
tines, left thigh and right forearm.
Bobby, stil fully conscious was
able to walk out of the clinic, but
he stumped on a sofa in a nearby
furniture store. From there he was
rushed by friends to the provincial
hospital where he died eight hours
fater. 8

What was Bobby de la Paz,
barely five years out of college
and member of a distinguished fa-
| mity of Menila physicians with
close links to the UP. College of
Medicine, doing in a place like

Soon tion, he and
| his wife Sylvia, also a physician’
and his classmate, decided to set
up their medical practice in Ganda-
ra town, between Calbayog and
Catbalogan. Many of their patients
were 0 poor they had to be treated
. free of charge. So thie word went

e

patients grew. They went out to
remote barrios to heal the sick.
And it was because they came
back unhirmed from areas con-
trolled by rebel NPA elements,
that they first roused the suspicion
of the authorities.

The latfer must have wondered
why two young physicians, with a

_ bright future awaiting them in the

affluent villages of Makati, or in
the United States, should have
elected to go and work among the
poor, in one of the poorest towns
of Samar? Nor were they content
to wait for patients in their clinic
in town; they went out to distant
barrios to serve the poor. The
authorities just could not_believe
that two young doctars, UP.
graduates at that, would devote
themselves so loyally to the service
of the poor.

And so the suspicious autho-
rities ordered them to get out of
Gandara. They moved to Catba-
Jogan, the provincial capital, and
set up clinic there. They had a
flourishing practice, for the pa-
tients came and Bobby attended
“to them; Tich or poor, and regard-
fess of their religious or political
beliefs.

No doubt his patients must
have included members of the
New People’s Army. But should a
doctor ask a patient what his po-
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	[image: image3.jpg]not the Hippocratic Oath oblige
him to render service to anyone
regardless of race, color or creed?

The authorities of Samar appa-
rently took the view that whoever
helps the enemy is an enemy and
must be treated accordingly.

That may well be a brutal rule
of war, but there is a principle of
humanity which exempts phy-
sicians from it. Thus.a doctor may

treat a wounded enemy soldier:

without feeling o: being disloyal.
He is acting out of loyalty to the
human family.

1 write with some feeling about
the case of Bobby de la Paz partly
because 1 bear a certain responsi-
bility for him. He was a medical
student when I was president of
the University of the Philippines
(1969-1975). Dr. Florentino Her-
rera, Jr., at that time dean of the
College of Medicine, with the sup-
port of his faculty, initiated a
community health program as part
of the field traimng required of
medical graduates. 1 gave the pro-
ject my full support.





	[image: image4.jpg]The program was set up near
Los Banos. There, medical stu-
dents were required to serve for
six months or more. The program
included visits to remote barrios
some of which could only be
reached by bullcart or on foot.

The idea was to nfuse in the
future doctor a true sentiment of
service above self, a desire to serve
people without thought of reward,
to attend to the ailing simply be-
cause they are human and sick.

Bobby de la Paz and his wife
Sylvia were members of the orig-
inal group of community doctors
that trained in Los Bafios. It
would seem that they got badly
infected with the still rare virus
of selfless service and never reco-
vered.

The authorities have main-
tained complete silence_since the
death of Bobby two &‘Sﬁnf‘)m
But the people, especially the
people who ioved him and grieve
over his untimely death would like
to hear from them.

‘They are entitled to know
whether the selfless love of fellow-
men has now become a crime of
‘subversion.






