Scrap the new POEA pre-qualification scheme!
Stop government extortion! Genuine services to migrant workers now!

We, undersigned organizations of migrant workers, federations, alliances, unions and church-based groups stand as one against the POEA’s new Pre-qualification of Household Service Workers scheme its Guidelines on the Deployment of Filipino Household Service Workers.
We strongly believe that:

1. The new requirement for domestic helpers and caregivers to undergo training and obtain certificates from TESDA and OWWA is pure government extortion.

The additional P5,000 to P10,000 fee for the training and the certificate will even worsen the financial situation of OFWs and our families. We are already burdened by various government fees such as the high price of passport, the authentication fee, and even the Overseas Employment Certificate. For the government, every document and every service that we require has a price tag.
Additionally, the avowed objective of the new scheme which is to raise the marketability of Filipino domestic helpers just shows how the government treats us as mere commodities which should be “improved” for them to get more profit.

We are not milking cows for the government. We are not commodities for sale.

2. The new POEA scheme is rich breeding ground for corruption and makes OFWs even more vulnerable to exploitation.
Filipinos are desperate for jobs in order for our families to survive. Extortion by unscrupulous agents – government or private – in exchange for the required certificates is very possible.

Additionally,  as unemployment of young people including new graduates is rampant, the 25 years old minimum age requirement may even force many prospective OFWs to go through racketeers and illegal forgers of documents just so they can be allowed to seek employment abroad.


3. The new POEA requirements are unnecessary burdens for OFWs.
The scheme makes migration process even more bureaucratic. It adds on requirement that should, in principle, already be included in programs such as the Pre-departure Orientation Seminar (PDOS) and the Post-arrival Orientation Seminar (PAOS) and thus making it redundant.

As well for re-contract OFWs, requiring us to obtain the certificates will diminish even more the the already limited time that we have for our families. This does not even include the inconvenience and the extra cost it will take us to get the said certificates.

4. Finally, the new POEA package pays lipservice to the protection of our rights and wellbeing.

Based on our own experiences in our campaign against the wage cut, for a wage increase, and against overcharging of recruitment agencies, the provision for the US$400 minimum wage and the “no placement fee” policy, will unlikely be implemented given that the government has no efficient mechanism and political will to enforce even their old policies on these matters.
Thus, we demand that
1. The POEA’s new pre-qualification scheme must be scrapped. In its place, genuine programs that will protect our rights and improve the services to migrant workers must be instituted, and;

2. The government must address the immediate demands of migrant workers. For us in Hong Kong, the most concrete demands that we already submitted were those that formed by the First Filipino Women Migrant Worker’s Summit attended by 400 delegates from 100 organizations. Up to now, no concrete step has been taken to address these demands.

We vow to stop government extortion. We vow to fight for our rights.

Signed:
1. Abra Migrant Workers Welfare Association (AMWWA)

2. Abra Tinguian Ilocano Society (ATIS)
Alaminos Pangasinan 

3. Alay Kapwa Catholic Group

4. Alcala Migrants Association in Hong Kong

5. Alimudian Iloilo Workers Association (AIWA)

6. Anak Ti Maeng (Tubo)

7. Association of Concerned Filipinos (ACFIL)

8. Association of Filipino Women Migrant Workers (FILWOM)

9. Atok Comrades of Hong Kong (ACOH)

10. Balikatan sa Kaunlaran (BSK - Kowloon)

11. Balili Alab Workers Organization (BAWO)

12. Balungao Overseas Workers Association

13. Banao Family Organization

14. Banaue Organization

15. Bangaan, Fidelisan, Tanulong, Aguid, Madongo, Pida (BFTAMP)

16. Bangon Pilipinas Movement

17. Bangued Hong Kong Organization

18. Barangays and Concerned Interactive Group (BCIG)

19. Binalonan Migrant Workers Organization (BMWO – UPHK)

20. BKTC ( walang contact number ito)

21. Bokod Association

22. Bucay Migrant Workers

23. Bucloc Hong Kong Association

24. CALABARZON (Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Quezon) Organization

25. Capiz Achievers

26. Consolidated Filipino Community Brigade 

27. Cordillera Alliance (CORALL)

28. Cuyapo Association Hong Kong

29. D Alabayano’s Association

30. DAMAMASU - Sabangan 

31. Dayuhang Mangagawa

32. ECSMEN Association

33. Edil’s Migrant Dance Club

34. Federation of Bohol Philippines International Hong Kong

35. Filguys Association in Hong Kong

36. Filipino Community Services Integrated Network (FILCOMSIN)

37. Filipino Migrant Worker’s Union (FMWU) – Chater Road Chapter

38. Filipino Migrant Worker’s Union (FMWU) – Mongkok Chapter

39. Filipino Migrant Workers Union (FMWU)

40. Filipino Migrant’s Association (FMA)

41. Filipino Nurses Association (FNA – HK)

42. Filipino Friends (FF – HK)

43. FRIENDS (KAJEM)

44. Friends of Bethune House (FBH – HK)

45. Gonogonians Hongkong

46. Helpers of Islam Group 

47. Helping Hands Group – HK
48. Holy Family Choi Hung Chapter

49. Holy Spirit Mass Centre
50. Ifugao Association

51. Iglesia Filipina Independiente (IFI – HK) 

52. Ikmin Valley Organization – Boliney

53. Integrated Midwives Association of the Philippines – Hong Kong 

54. Isabela Association in Hong Kong

55. Janiuaynon Association Hong Kong (JAHK)

56. Kabacan Overseas Workers Association (KABOWA)

57. Kabayan Benguet Organization

58. Kakailian Organization

59. Kalinga Province (HK) Workers Association (KAPHWA)

60. Kennon Road Overseas Workers Association (KROWA) 

61. Kidapawan Migrant Association (KIDMA)

62. Kowloon Tong Boys 

63. La Paz Association

64. La Trinidad Valley Organization (LATRIVA)

65. Lagawe Organization

66. Langiden Overseas Workers Association

67. League of Filipino Midwives (LOFM)

68. Licuan Hong Kong Association

69. LIKHA Migrant Workers Cultural Association

70. Lupao Nueva Ecija Association in Hong Kong

71. Mabama Hong Kong Organization

72. Maeng Tribe of Abra Luba – Tubo

73. Manabo Hong Kong Organization
74. Mankayan Group
Mapandan Association of Hong Kong

75. Mayoyao Association (IFUGAO)

76. Methodist Church International – Shatin Fellowship 

77. Methodist Filipino Fellowship – Wanchai
78. Migrante Sectoral Party (MSP) – HK Chapter
79. Migrante Chater Road

80. Migrante Discovery Bay

81. Migrante Hong Kong Bank

82. Migrante Naguilian Chapter

83. Migrante Nueva Vizcaya Chapter

84. Migrante Shatin Chapter

85. Migrants Association of San Isidro, Abra

86. Mindoro Association
87. Mindanao Federation (MINFED)

88. Mission MOVERS 

89. Munlac Hong Kong Association

90. Muslim Filipino Association

91. Natividad Pangasinan Association Hong Kong)

92. Northern Luzon Mountainous Region Association

93. Novo Ecijano Association

94. Oriental Mindoro Hong Kong Society
95. Overseas Sons and Daughters of Lagangilang

96. Palawan Migrant Association Hong Kong 

97. Pangasinan Alliance for Rapid Development Society (PARDS)

98. Pangasinan Solid Group International
99. Passi City (Iloilo) Association
100. Philippines Guardians Brotherhood Incorporated (HKSAR Chapter)

101. PIC - Choir HK

102. Pinamalayan Mindoro Association

103. Pinatud a Saleng ti Umili (PSU)

104. PMHR/FILCOMSIN
105. Poliwes San Vicente Baguio City Organization (PSVBCO)

106. Sadanga Organization

107. Sagada Municipality Association (SMA)

108. Sallapadan Manicbel Association

109. Samahang Ilocos Region

110. Samal Bataan Migrant Associations

111. San Nicolas Association in Hong Kong

112. San Roque Overseas Workers Association

113. SHOWA

114. Simbayanan – KAMMPI

115. Southern Sabangan Organization (SSO)

116. St. Anne’s Church Filipino Community

117. St. John’s Filipino Fellowship (SJFF)

118. St. Teresa’s Filipino Community 

119. Sta Maria de Pila Association (SMMA)

120. Sts. Peter and Paul Center – Yuen Long

121. Tayug Pangasinan Hong Kong (TPHK – UPHK)

122. The Sun Organization

123. Timpuyog Ti Tayum

124. Tineg Overseas Workers Association (TOWA)

125. TOKWIFI – STAR

126. Ugnayang Magkakaibigan (UGMA)

127. United Filipinos in Hong Kong (UNIFIL-MIGRANTE-HK)

128. United Migrant Teacher’s Association

129. United Pangasinan Hong Kong (UPHK)

130. United Pidigan Association   

131. Ward Methodist Filipino Mission

132. Women of Philippine Independent Church (WOPIC – Antique)

133. Zambanguita Hong Kong Association

