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Mainit na pagbati sa atin lahat!
 

As an alliance of organizations composed of overseas Filipinos and their families, Migrante International salutes and unites with the thousands of domestic workers and advocates marching today in the streets of Hong Kong to demand the immediate scrapping of the new POEA guidelines for domestic workers.  

 

By educating, organizing and mobilizing your fellow domestic workers about this latest extortion scheme by "Kotong Queen" Gloria Macapagal Arroyo – you shatter the myth she creates about "purporting to care for the rights and welfare of migrant workers" and you unmask the brutal reality of her administration's labor export policy. 

 

Where is Gloria when the wages of OFWs in Hong Kong, Saudi Arabia and Taiwan are being slashed?  Where is Gloria when undocumented OFWs are hunted down and deported like common criminals across the United States, Korea and Malaysia?  Where is Gloria when Filipino women are exploited as "modern-day slaves" across Hong Kong, Canada and Saudi Arabia?

 

She is busy agreeing to the wage cuts, acting as a mouthpiece for the host government and forging even more deals that heighten our exploitation and oppression.   

 

As Gloria feverishly tries to inflate the hype that the Philippine economy is improving -- 11.3 million Filipinos or a third of the labor force is jobless or underemployed;   7 out of 10 Filipinos consider themselves poor and about 3,000 Filipinos are forced overseas to work, even if it means risking life and limb.

 

More than ever, the Philippine economy is dependent on the approximately US$14 billion in remittances you and other OFWs send back.   More than ever, she relies on the estimated P18 billion in "state exactions" or kotong you are compelled to pay in various fees to government agencies even before you leave.  To compound her injustices against us, we recall her plunder of our OWWA funds for her re-election bid and her administration's systematic criminal neglect of our rights and welfare.  

 

As such, the latest POEA guidelines are indeed largely about super-extortion not protection.  There is no connection between one's capacity to "operate appliances", one's age and even one's salary and the range of abuses domestic workers suffer.    

 

Even the so-called reforms announced the other day are nothing but a consuelo de bobo geared towards dousing our righteous anger against the new guidelines. 

 

More than ever, we are compelled to unite, rise in rage and forward our protest.  Across the Philippines and around the world, Migrante International commits to mobilizing migrants and their families to demand the scrapping of this latest anti-migrant extortion scheme by the Arroyo administration -- and call for policies that implement national industrialization and genuine land reform as steps towards a society where families are no longer torn apart to survive. 

 

As part of our global campaign, we kick-off a series of weekly mass actions at the POEA and DOLE on February 6 and we enjoin all our member organizations and networks to make March 1 an International Day of Protest against the new guidelines.   

 

Today, migrants are indeed on the march and together our voices cry "Ibasura ang bagong POEA guidelines!   Migranteng Pilipino, Patuloy na lumalaban!"
 
Pahirap sa migrante at masa, patalsikin si Gloria!
Trabaho, sahod, karapatan at kagalingan, Ipaglaban!
Mabuhay ang migrante at pamilya!
