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HK ConGen is a master of evasion
Pinay maids hit officials for disregarding majority position on POEA guidelines

 
“Like his boss in Malacanang and his cohorts in the DoLE and POEA, Consul General Al Vicente seems to be a master of evasion when the heat of protest is before him.
 
They should face us who carry the burden of their extortionist policies.”
 
This was declared today by Dolores Balladares following the non-appearance of the PCG head in two consecutive protest actions of Filipino domestic workers against the new POEA guidelines.
 
Last January 28, 6,000 OFWs in Hong Kong held the first protest action overseas against the guidelines that require domestic helpers to pay for an assessment or training to obtain additional required certificates before their deployment abroad.

The next Sunday, February 4, the number of protesters swelled to around 10,000 despite the attempt of the government to curb OFWs’ indignation through the provision of ‘exemptions’ to the guidelines.

“ConGen Vicente confirmed his attendance to receive petitions to junk the POEA guidelines. However, not even of a shadow of him appeared to do so,” Balladares reported.

According to her, ConGen Vicente instead opted to attend a small roundtable discussion on the said guidelines with a few OFW groups, POEA, TESDA and the Philippine labor office in HK.

“Is it not the responsbility of the ConGen to face the grievances of Filipinos abroad? We were insulted by ConGen Vicente’s blatant disregard of the sentiments of the majority of Filipino domestic workers as expressed by the 144 organizations and 17 churches who signed the petitions to scrap the POEA guidelines and the 10,000 protesters who wanted the same,” she added.

Balladares also said that while they acknowledge that a few OFW groups are calling for reforms in the guidelines, she urges them to reconsider their position, align with the stand of the majority and not let themselves be trapped by the government’s ploy to legitimize extortion of OFWs through the guidelines.

“Income generation from OFWs is the heart and soul of the guidelines. If indeed the government is serious in lifting the wage level of domestic workers and the abolition of placement fee, they should issue separate orders without the additional burden of more charges to migrant workers,” she remarked.


The group also urged the House of Representatives, whose Committee on Overseas Filipino Workers is set to meet today to tackle the guidelines, to heed the demands of OFWs.
 
“We appeal to the members of the Congress to address our concern and prove that they are different from GMA and her loyal subjects in the cabinet and in Hong Kong,” Balladares stated.
 
UNIFIL said that they are coordinating with groups in the Philippines such as MIGRANTE International and the women’s group GABRIELA and their respective chapters in other countries to further intensify the campaign to junk the guidelines.
 
“We are ready to protest again and again until Arroyo, Secretary Brion, Administrator Baldoz and ConGen Vicente finally succumb to the growing mass movement against the POEA guidelines,” Balladares concluded.#
