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Press Statement     -    February 7, 2007
Reference: 
        Jigs Clamor, Deputy Secretary General (09228149751)

Anti-Terrorism Bill will give rise to more human rights violations! 

Last night, the Senate has voted on the second reading of Anti-Terrorism Bill. Today it is expected that the bill will be passed on the third reading. The proposed law poses a grave danger to the rights and freedoms of the people whom it purports to protect.

Rights groups condemn the Senate move to pass the Anti-Terrorism Bill amidst opposition of various sectors.  We call on the members of the Senate to assert their independence, take to heart the people’s welfare and refuse to be a part of GMA’S machinations to legalize the taking away of our civil liberties and basic freedoms and prolong Mrs. Arroyo’s hold on power in the guise of ‘combatting terrorism.”
KARAPATAN reminds the public that the so-called anti-terrorism bill has been vigorously pushed by both the US government and Mrs. Arroyo, the former to enhance its hold on the country; and the latter to justify her stay in power.  We must be warned of the dire consequences to the people of this draconian bill virtually imposing martial law in the country and packaged as anti-terror measure.  

We are witnessing the terror being unleashed by GMA under the so-called counter-insurgency programs Oplan Bantay Laya I and II, even without the Anti-Terror Bill; with the bill’s passage, we will be witnessing a far greater danger to our freedoms, civil liberties and to our lives. The passage of this bill will become additional tool for GMA’s political persecution of her critics.  More human rights violations will be engendered once this bill is passed as this gives further license for state security forces to commit human rights violations with more impunity.

Already, victims of killings have reached 831; 192 have been victims of enforced disappearances; many have fallen victims to forced evacuations because of the military operations in the rural areas believed to be strongholds of the NPA’s.  In Mindanao, continuing conflict situations in Muslim communities have been the order of the day.

Under this bill, constitutionally guaranteed rights of protest and redress to grievances will be curtailed and may even be considered as terrorist acts by an anti-terror body which will be vested with very broad powers under a definition of terrorism which is vague and which can always be arbitrarily interpreted by such body.

We call on the Filipino people to actively oppose this proposed bill that cannot address the atrocious terrorist acts of the state and foreign governments being imposed on us. ###
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