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UNSR ON Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions delivers report on his visit to the Philippines to the UN HRC
In his preliminary report to the United Nations Human Rights Council yesterday, 27 March 2007, Professor Philip Alston, the Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions, said that one month after his official visit to the Philippines, he “has little reason for optimism,” because the Philippine military and many key officials “have buried their collective heads in the sand and announced that business will continue as usual,” he continues. He went on to say that the impact of his visit was “schizophrenic.”
His report drew guffaws from the gallery as well as the Council when he remarked about what the Secretary of National Defense, acting as an alter ego of the President, said about him being “blind, mute and deaf”.
Prof. Alston reiterated his comment in February 2007 that “the AFP is in denial about the extrajudicial killings”. This is contrary to the statement of the Philippine government through Commissioner Purificacion Quisumbing of the Commission on Human Rights, that he did not repeat such previous public observations.
This time, Prof. Alston even went farther, saying that based on his fact-finding, “there is no reasonable doubt that the military is responsible for a significant number of the killings” and “subsequent evidence points to the continuing nature of that practice.”
He also dismissed the theory of the Philippine Government that the killings of the large number of leftist activist resulted from the internal purge of the Communist Party of the Philippines and the New People’s Army, saying that there is “absolutely no evidence that the recent surge in killings of leftist activists is due to a communist purge.”
The Philippine Mission to the UN did not refute the main conclusions of Prof. Alston, but instead tried to diffuse their impact by enumerating the actions supposedly already being done by the government.
