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FACT SHEET

TYPE OF VIOLATION/S:
Summary Execution, Abduction
PLACE OF INCIDENT:
Brgy. Bagunot, Baggao, Cagayan

DATE OF INCIDENT:
March 27, 2007, at around 4:30 in the afternoon

VICTIM/S:
Arthuro Orpilla
· 54 years old, farmer, married with 4 children

· A resident of Brgy. Bagunot, Baggao, Cagayan

· Barangay Councilor, Brgy. Bagunot

· Barangay Coordinator, Alyansa dagiti Mannalon ti Cagayan (KAGIMUNGAN) “Alliance of Farmers in Cagayan”
Dionisio Battad

· 56 years old, farmer, married with 4 children

· A resident of Brgy. Bagunot, Baggao, Cagayan

· Member, Alyansa dagiti Mannalon ti Cagayan (KAGIMUNGAN) “Alliance of Farmers in Cagayan”

MOTIVE:
for being members of KAGIMUNGAN
ALLEGED PERPETRATOR/S:
elements of the Charlie Coy of the 17th Infantry

Battalion Philippine Army (IBPA) based in Brgy. Bagunot and a certain Sgt. Orpilla
SUMMARY OF INCIDENT:

At around 4:00 in the afternoon of March 27, 2007, Dionisio Battad went to the house of Brgy. Councilor Arthuro Orpilla to ask the latter to accompany him to the detachment of the Charlie Coy of the 17th IBPA at Zone 1, Brgy. Bagunot. Both Dionisio and Arthuro were forced by the military to regularly report to the detachment.  Dionisio had been reporting since December 2006 and on March 25, 2007, he was told to report twice a day – 9:00 in the morning and 4:00 in the afternoon. Arthuro was forcibly made to undergo the Civilian Armed Forces Geographical Unit (CAFGU) training where, at 54 years old, he was made to do push ups, jog, etc. as part of the said training.
Dionisio’s request to Arthuro to accompany him was due to fear because he was accused by the military, particularly Sgt. Orpilla – the officer who regularly interrogate him – to be the successor of Joey Javier, the Provincial Chairperson of KAGIMUNGAN who was killed by suspected military elements on November 11, 2006.
Arthuro and Dioniso left for the camp at around 4:30 pm and failed to return home that night.  On March 28, at around 6:00 in the morning, Arthuro’s wife, Hilda together with the barangay officials conducted a search. Hilda went to the Charlie Coy detachment in Zone 1 and was told that there was no Orpilla and Battad who reported at the detachment.  After which, she proceeded to the PNP in Baggao Centro to have the incident blottered. On the other hand, Florentino Aguinaldo, a close friend of Arthuro went to the smaller detachment at Zone 5 and was told by a soldier there to come back later because the commanding officer was not around. Then he went to PNP headquarters in San Jose and to Mayor Leonardo Pattung to report the incident. Florentino together with some barangay officials and tanods searched the river, some 10 km stretch towards Brgy. Calantac but did not find the victims. 
Natividad, the wife of Dionisio was not yet bothered by the failure of her husband to come home because she thought that her husband visited a friend or a relative after he reported to the detachment. 

On March 29, Hilda went to Natividad and informed the latter that Arthuro had not showed up since the time since he and Dionisio left for the detachment. Together, they went to search for their husbands at their relatives in Tallang and Alcala.
On April 1, Hilda and Natividad decided to go to Bombo Radyo to broadcast the disappearance of the two and ask assistance from concerned listeners who may have seen the victims. Coincidentally, Lt. Fortes and Sgt. Ric Pagulayan of the 17th IBPA were also present at the program. The wives of the victims were given the chance,  in the presence of the military officers, to make public that their husbands were forcibly made to report the detachment. Lt. Fortes and Sgt. Pagulayan had conflicting answers to the claims of the wives of the victims. 
Sgt. Pagulayan denied that they were ordering civilians to report to their detachment, and even reprimanded Hilda and Natividad for not immediately reporting to the radio and to have the incident blottered. Hilda told him that she had already filed a complaint with the PNP. In his answer, Lt. Fortez inadvertedly admitted that indeed civilians were being made to report at the 17th IB camp. After the program, one of the anchors of the program accompanied them to the other booth to proceed with the public appeal.
On April 4, at around 7:00 in the morning, the deputy detachment commander of the Charlie Coy, Lt. Arizala went to the Orpilla’s house to inform Hilda that he received a radio message from PNP Baggao Centro that two dead bodies were found at the Magapit suspension bridge at Lallo. He told Hilda to go and identify the bodies.
Hilda together with Natividad was accompanied by Lt. Arizala to Chief of Police Pedro Martirez at the PNP Baggao Centro. Then Police chief Martirez accompanied them to PNP Lallo. There they found out that the body of Arthuro was found first on March 28, 2007 at around 9:00 in the morning inside a sack beside the river. It was buried by EM funeral parlor at the Lallo public cemetery on April 2.
Hilda and Natividad, along with the PNP officials went to retrieve Dionisio’s remains. They were accompanied by the PNP Lallo to Magapit bridge. The body was buried in a shallow grave at the right end of the bridge marked with a wooden cross. When the body was exhumed, it was already in a state of advanced decomposition. The legs were spread out and both hands raised upwards. The wrists and ankles bore signs of tie-marks. The little finger of the left hand was severed to the base; the left eye was gone and so was the right ear. The body was brought to the funeral parlor and as it was being washed, a huge hole was found at the base of its neck. 
The funeral parlor advised them to bury Dionisio immediately because of the state of the body but a police from PNP Baggao Centro came to tell Natividad to postpone the burial because Gen. Barias, the head of Task force Usig and the media was coming.  Dionisio was finally laid to rest on April 5, 2007.

After the body of Dionisio was prepared for burial, they went to exhume the body of Arthuro. Arthuro sustained 27 wounds mostly stab wounds in the abdomen, one in the left clavicle and a gunshot wound in the back at the base of the spine. The right side of the face had large bruise as well as in his thighs and legs. Hilda found out that when her husband was found both his arms were raised. 
Arthuro was the Barangay Coordinator and Dionisio was a member of KAGIMUNGAN, a member organization of the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas “Peasant Movement in the Philippines” - a nationwide federation of organizations of landless peasants, small farmers, farm workers, subsistence fisherfolk, peasant women, and rural youth. KMP is recognized as the most militant peasant federation in the Philippines and cited to be among the most significant peasant movements in Asia.
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