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Rising cases of Enforced Disappearance: 12 victims in 3 months
The Families of Desaparecidos for Justice (DESAPARECIDOS) today condemned the rising cases of enforced disappearance, with 12 victims from January to early this April.  Two of those abducted were found dead at the Cagayan River in Cagayan province.  The 12 remain missing.
The victims from January to March 2007 are: 

· Gloria Pabillon, 40 and 17-year-old Mary Joy Opo (minor), abducted by suspected 19th IB PA, Albuera town, Leyte
· Spouses Florentino and Betty Branzuela, who were abducted Jan. 19, in Brgy. Estaka, Dipolog City, Zamboanga del Norte

· NGO worker Felicidad Katalbas, 53, abducted Jan 25 at the Kabankalan town proper, Negros Occidental 
· Leo Velasco, NDF consultant, abducted Feb. 19 in Cagayan de Oro
· Romualdo Balbuena, 55, a peasant, abducted Feb. 25, in Quinapondan, Eastern Samar

· Abner L. Hizarsa, 55, former political detainee and member of the Samahan ng mga Ex-Detainee Laban sa Detensyon at para sa Amnestiya (SELDA), abducted March 22 by suspected soldiers of the 24th IB PA in brgy. Ilwas, Subic, Zambales
· Josephine Nogoy, 32, abducted March 27 in San Jose, Tarlac

· Villamor Adona, 63, abducted March 27 in brgy. San Isidro, Sta. Ana, Pampanga

· Lourdes Rubrico, 62, local leader of the urban poor group Kadamay, and barangay coordinator of Bayan Muna in Damariñas, Cavite, abducted April 3, Holy Tuesday, in Dasmariñas, Cavite

· Leonardo Cabeles, peasant, married with 5 children, abducted April 3 in brgy. AltaVista, San Felipe town, Masbate province
· Arthuro Orpilla and Dionisio Battad, leaders of the peasant group Kagimungan in Cagayan province went missing March 27 and were found dead in the Cagayan River under the Magapit Bridge  in Lallo town

Of the 12 victims, five are women, and one, 17-year-old Mary Joy Opo, is a minor.
“We are witnessing the implementation of Gloria Arroyo’s Oplan Bantay Laya 2, which is but a continuation of Oplan Bantay Laya 1’s killings and enforced disappearances by the Armed Forces of the Philippines,” Ghay Portajada, spokesperson of Desaparecidos said. ##
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