PRESS RELEASE
19 April 2007

 
Reference:  ALPHONSE RIVERA, Officer-in-Charge   SALINLAHI ALLIANCE FOR CHILDRENâ€™S CONCERNS
 

CHILD-KILLERS IN THE AFP MUST BE PUNISHED FOR THE DEATH OF GRECIL
 

SALINLAHI, an alliance of organizations concerned with the rights and welfare of children, condemns the cold-blooded killing (murder)  of Grecil Buya Galacio, a 9 year old school girl from Compostella Valley by members of the 101st Infantry Brigade of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in March 31,2007. Salinlahi also strongly denounces the militaryâ€™s attempt to cover up the killing by branding Grecil as a â€œchild soldierâ€� of the New Peopleâ€™s Army. 

 
Grecil was taking a bath on a nearby creek when combined forces of the 28th and 67th Infantry Brigade based in Compostela Valley shot her at the back of her head, instantly killing the child. The military later issued a statement that Grecil was carrying an M16 rifle and fired at them.  Their initial statement was that the child was a 12 year old boy and a child soldier.  

 
To belie the militaryâ€™s charge against Grecil as an NPA child soldier, relatives and friends courageously spoke up and described Grecil as an obedient, playful and fun-loving girl who has just started to look forward to a summer vacation with her family.  The glaring truth has forced the military to retract knee-jerk reactions and apologize. 

 
However, we cannot help but doubt the sincerity of their apology. we believe that these acts are intentional and systemic rather than isolated, consistent with the Macapagal-Arroyoâ€™s and the AFPâ€™s  counter-insurgency program,  Oplan Bantay Laya 2.  In their futile attempt to cover up the violations against human and childrenâ€™s rights they have committed, they recklessly and falsely brand the children victims as â€œchild soldiersâ€�.  By doing so, as in Grecilâ€™s case, children are all the more made vulnerable targets of human rights violations.â€�

 

This is not the first time that the military has used the excuse of branding children as â€œchild soldiersâ€� in the pursuit of their counter-insurgency program.  In the past year alone, several cases of children being charged with rebellion was brought to fore.  Among the cases highlighted by the media were the case of the Baguio â€œpunksâ€�, the three youths from Quezon province who were tortured to force them to admit that they were NPAs, 11 minors who were arrested and jailed in Camp Bagong Diwa in Bicutan as alleged members of Abu Sayyaf.  

 
We challenge the Arroyo government to go beyond hypocritical press releases of her support for childrenâ€™s rights. She must prove her sincerity in upholding children and human rights by dropping all rebellion charges against children and minors. In Grecilâ€™s case, we demand justice and punishment for the perpetrators.  Their failure to do so will make this administration accountable for the destruction of these childrenâ€™s lives and future.

 
We urge child rights advocates, including politicians running for office, to condemn this brutal act and join us in our actions on the case.  We will be filing a complaint at the Commission on Human Rights and the Joint Secretariat of the Joint Monitoring Committee of the CAHRIHL and present the case to the Geneva Committee on the Rights of the Child and to Mr. Philip Alston, the UN Rapporteur for Extra Judicial Killing.

 
We also urge all decent and peace-loving Filipino family to support our call for justice for Grecil and all other children and minors who are deceitfully branded as child soldiers.  Let us not tolerate the rampant violation of childrenâ€™s rights, especially by the very institutions that vow to protect them.  Let us instead be instruments in building a just and peaceful future for our children.

 
JUSTICE FOR GRECIL AND ALL CHILDREN VICTIMS OF THE US-ARROYO REGIMES WAR OF TERROR!
PROSECUTE AND PUNISH ALL THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WRONGFUL DEATHS AND ARRESTS OF CHILDREN!
PROTECT CHILDRENâ€™S LIVES AND UPHOLD THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS!
 

Other cases of children and minors charged with rebellion:
 

 
· In February last year, the military arrested 12 youths, 3 of them minors, who were bound to watch a rock concert in Baguio City.  The youths were detained for months and were charged with rebellion.
 
· Two High School student Aileen and Marjorie, aged 14 and 15 years old were shot and injured in Baggao, Cagayan by members of the 21st IB PA.  They were also branded as an â€œNPA amasonaâ€� and were charged with rebellion.  They now fear that she could not continue her studies with a case filed against her.
 
· 3 youths, Jefferson, Kennedy and Joey, all 15 years old, were gathering coconuts when they were chanced upon by members of the 76th IB PA in Lopez, Quezon.  They were tortured to force them to admit that they were members of the NPA.  They were also charged with rebellion
 
· 5 minors have been arrested and placed in the custody of the DSWD for being in a place where alleged NPA leaders were caught in Eastern Visayas
 
· 11 minors were arrested in Basilan while tending their farms.  They were branded as Abu Sayyaf members and were detained at Camp Bagong Diwa in Bicutan for more than years now.
 
