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Release Sison now!
Migrante slams political persecution of Prof. Jose Maria Sison, other progressive Filipino migrants
 

The country’s broadest alliance of organizations composed of overseas Filipinos and their families today strongly condemns the false arrest of International League of People’s Struggles Chair Prof. Jose Maria Sison by Dutch authorities.  At the same time, Migrante International denounced the raids on the homes of other progressive Filipino migrants and refugees in the Netherlands.

 

“As the Arroyo regime criminal neglects the plight of overseas Filipinos raped, imprisoned, abused and exploited – it engages in the fascist and active persecution of progressive Filipino migrants and refugees who dare expose the bloody truth about her regime,”  says Connie Bragas-Regalado, Migrante International Chairperson.  

 

The 68 year old Prof. Sison was arrested by Dutch authorities and is now under custody in The Hague.  He was arrested on the baseless charge of ordering the murders of Romulo Kintanar and Arturo Tabara in 2003 from the [image: image1.png]


Netherlands.

 

Along with his arrest, Dutch police raided the homes of other progressive Filipinos and confiscated computers from the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) office in Utrecht.  Prof. Sison is the Chief Political Consultant of the NDFP.

 

"The gestapo-like raids remind us of the September 2001 dawn raid and round-up by Belgian police of around 30 Filipinos, including children, in the aftermath of 9/11.  Most of the Filipinos were eventually released but only after they were interrogated for possible links to terrorist groups,"  she added.

 

Since 9/11 and under the framework of so-called "anti-terrorism" measures, the civil and democratic rights of migrants and the people are systematically trampled upon.

 

“The rights of Prof. Sison and the other progressive Filipinos in Utrecht as political refugees and as migrants are under attack.  Their political persecution bodes ill for countless other overseas Filipinos who dare articulate the grim reality in our homeland and forward aspirations for genuine freedom and a just and lasting peace,”  she added.

 

Migrante International today joined an indignation picket in front of the Dutch embassy in Makati City and it also called on its member organizations and networks to launch similar picket-protests at Dutch and Philippine embassies around the world. 
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“We commit to intensifying our international campaign for the release of Prof. Sison, an end to the political persecution of Filipino migrants and the scrapping of the draconian Human Security Act,”  said Bragas-Regalado, noting that the HSA’s extra-territorial application means the HSA encompasses even Filipinos and non-Filipinos outside of the Philippines.  #

