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News Release August 30, 2007

Dutch business and economic interests in the Philippines also at
the core of joint RP-Dutch attack against JMS

Anakpawis Partylist Rep. Crispin Beltran today said that aside from the political motives behind the illegal

nd unjust arrest Prof. Jose Maria Sison, the Dutch government was compelled to support the Philippm;
government’s campaign to arrest Sison and harass other Filipino patriots in Europe because both
governments have mutual, beneficial economic interests,

“If we are to look deeply into the foreign relationship between the Philippines and The Netherlands, it will
be revealed that there are hundreds of businesses all over the country that are owned, operated or haye

The solon assailed the Dutch government, saying that the Dutch directly aided Arroyo government in its
moves to attack and criminalize the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP. “All this also in the
name of Holland’s massive economic. interests in the Philippines,” he said. “It was a quid pro quo deal.”

Beltran said that in recent. years, the Netherlands has become increasingly like Britain in toeing the US
government’s line when it comes to international security. The Netherlands is a vocal supporter of the US
war on terror within the ranks of the European Union. “So it’s politics and business both at work here, and
Prof. Sison is being used a pawn.”

“The Netherlands is the Philippines’ 3rd largest trading partner among European countries. The Center for
the Promotion of Imports from Developing Countries (CBI) of the Netherlands is expanding its program in the
Philippines to further enhance the competitiveness of local business Pprocessing outsourcing as an
international supplier of BPO services in the European market.”

He said that many Dutch companies have established strong presence in significant businesses and strategic
industries including the following industries: (Royal Dutch Shell), petroleum trading, oil and gas explora‘lwﬂ
(Vitol Group), consumer product brands in foods, beverages and personal care products (Ufnlever). banking
(ABN-AMRO), insurance (AXA-Life), coco coir export (Rinos B.V-Corion), consumer electronics (Phillips),
retail industry (Makro), solar energy (Shall Solar Philippines, Inc) among others. The largest busme_sses 1
maintained by Dutch corporations in the country are in the outsourced business processes (Gegrom:s. ING
Group, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, Bickers Law Firm, Bickers Corporate and Bickers Public Solutions).

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), through the Philippine Trade Investment Centers has been
organizing trade missions the Netherlands to promote the Philippine BPO industry in the {nlgmatlc"ﬂl
market. It includes BPO in the fields of digital pn‘nung: data conversion/ medical transcription, data
processing, medical transcription, financial services (ﬁn;nce_and accounxing_, payr_o(_l and benem§
administration), animation, data conversion, document imaging, IT outsourcing, digital 3D modeling and
imaging and architectural and construction designs, logistics management, and human resource
development.

rlands is a Dutch organization that aims to contribute to the economic growth of
Ee?:;iﬁ;‘::u:‘fn('he: by promoting expmgts of goods and services from those countries to Western Europe -
To achieve this, CBI has developed a variety of package of services and export development prqsmfl"sm
available to trade promotion organizations and manufacturers/exporters. In the Philippines , aside ws N
auto parts, CBI also implements integrated export development programs for other Philippine sectors
as Business Process Outsourcing, and Natural and Organic Products. #




