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DUTCH GOVERNMENT IS TORTURING PROFESSOR SISON; 

JUDGE EXTENDS HIS
 DETENTION FOR 14 MORE DAYS

(Utrecht, The Netherlands). The Dutch government is torturing Prof. Jose Ma. Sison. Thus stressed the International Committee Defend, after learning from Professor Sison’s lawyer, Michiel Pestman, that he is being kept in solitary confinement, denied visits from his wife, denied warm clothing, denied access to his medicines and access to his own doctor, denied access to newspapers and TV.

Julie De Lima, wife of Professor Sison, tried to see him last Thursday but was denied to see him. She said she also brought some medicines and warm clothes, but prison authorities said these were not allowed. Professor Sison is being detained at the National Penitentiary in Scheveningen, a facility with was used by the Nazi’s during World War II to imprison and torture Dutch resistance fighters.
Committee Defend also said despite the weak evidence presented by the Dutch prosecutor in yesterday’s remand hearing in The Hague, the Dutch judge extended the detention of Professor Sison to 14 more days. Another hearing to examine the evidence has been set on Sept. 7.
Committee Defend strongly condemned the torture being done to Professor Sison by the Dutch government and reiterated what it declared in an earlier statement that it will hold the Dutch government responsible for any harm done to Professor Sison, including another possible kidnapping to bring him to a country outside the Netherlands. It also called on the Dutch government to end Sison’s solitary confinement, allow visits from his wife, and access to his medicines and other basic necessities. 
“What they are doing to Professor Sison, the way they treat him, violates his basic rights. He is still in the stage of being heard and investigated. What happened to the Dutch government’s adherence to basic human rights?” said Dr. Jun Saturay of Committee Defend.
During the hearing yesterday at the Palace of Justice in the Hague, dozens of solidarity activists rallied outside the gates of the Justice building. They carried posters and shouted “Free Jose Maria Sison, now!”.  They sang songs and recited poems. Several Dutch and international media covered the rally.
“The persecution of Sison through the use of the judicial processes exposes the rottenness and corruption of the Dutch justice and political system,” stressed W. Wijk, during a speech at the rally. He told Filipinos present that the fight for the rights and life of Professor Sison is also a fight of all freedom-loving and reasonable Dutch citizens. 

The solidarity activists vowed to continue protest actions in support of Professor Sison and said they will rally again on Sept. 7, Sison’s next hearing.###
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