DEFEND the Rights of Prof. Jose Ma. Sison Committee – Australia strongly denounces the unjust arrest by Dutch police of Professor Jose Maria Sison, Filipino political refugee in the Netherlands for nearly 20 years, on phony and unsubstantiated charges of multiple murders on August 27 this year. 

DEFEND– Australia also protests the police raids on the homes of several other Filipino progressive political exiles in the Netherlands.

We would like to remind that Sison is a legitimate and recognized political refugee as defined in Article 1 of the International Refugee Convention. He was forced to seek asylum in The Netherlands in 1987 after the Philippine government then seized his passport and following a series of harassment due to his political activities.

Furthermore, the European Court of First Instance in Luxembourg rejected on July 11 this year the decision of  the European Union Council ordering the blacklisting and terrorist listing of Prof. Sison ruling that “the Council of the EU violated the rights of Prof. Sison to defense, the obligation to state reasons and the right to effective judicial protection. There had never been any competent judicial authority calling him to a criminal investigation or any court hearing regarding any terrorist act.”  In another ruling, the Supreme Court of the Philippines scrapped the charges filed against Sison and fifty other individuals accused by the Arroyo government of involvement in various crimes.

DEFEND– Australia calls on the Dutch Government to uphold its advocacy of the Refugee Convention and the European Convention for the Protection of  Human Rights and Freedom by releasing Prof. Jose Maria Sison immediately and unconditionally; and by censuring the illegal and warrantless raids conducted by same police on the homes of several Filipino refugees and Dutch citizens and the International Information Office of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines.

DEFEND– Australia finds it abhorrent that police broke down the doors and raided some homes where only children were present.

We believe that Prof. Sison was lured by the Utrecht police into their station when, after inviting him for presumably new information on a complaint filed by Sison in 2001, the police whisked him away to the National Penitentiary in Scheveningen, The Hague, while his lawyer was left in another room.

Such ruse of a police action and the subsequent rough raids on Filipino and Dutch homes are reminiscent of the rampant and brutal human rights violations many Filipinos experienced during the darkest 1970s-1980s years of the Marcos dictatorship when about 100,000 Filipinos were arbitrarily detained without charges, tortured, disappeared or extrajudicially killed; human rights violations which have escalated, under the current Arroyo administration, into extrajudicial political killings and disappearances of church people, journalists, lawyers, workers, farmers, activists and ordinary citizens numbering about 1,500 so far. 

(Human rights watch agencies such as the United Nations Human Rights Commission (UNHRC), Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and a US Senate Hearing influential in providing military aid to the Philippines, and a Permanent Peoples’ Tribunal held in the Hague have been highly critical of these human rights violations under the Arroyo administration.)

Admittedly, the Arroyo government has urged the Dutch government into pursuing Sison in this dastardly manner. Reports say that Gloria Arroyo, upon hearing the news, congratulated her National Security Adviser Norberto Gonzales for the arrest of Sison. Gonzales, in a bid to silence Sison, has reportedly told a Philippine cabinet meeting that Sison’s assassination could resolve the ongoing armed insurgency in the Philippines.

Despite the debilitating ‘terrorist’ tag the US Bush government has imposed and has pushed on its allied states, Professor Sison plays a pivotal role in advancing the peace process in strife-torn Philippines.

As chief political consultant of the National Democratic Front of the Philippines, he has untiringly pushed for a just peace process which will incorporate the aspirations and struggle of the Filipino people for national and social liberation; and who, despite a number of breakdowns in talks mainly on the part of Philippine regimes, has pushed for peace talks with successive Philippine administrations since 1986. As a courageous anti-imperialist, he epitomizes the true spirit of genuine international solidarity vital in producing enduring peace.

We urge the Dutch Government not to participate in killing the peace process in the Philippines by incarcerating one of its most significant players – Prof. Jose Maria Sison – on trumped-up charges.

DEFEND– Australia reaffirms its call on the Dutch Government to cling to the ideals of democracy, human freedoms and decency and the protection of human rights and political refugees and due process by putting a stop to illegal raids and confiscation of property of Filipino political refugees and  by releasing Prof. Jose Maria Sison NOW!

IMMEDIATELY RELEASE PROF. JOSE MARIA SISON!

JUNK THE TRUMPED-UP CHARGES!

STOP THE POLITICAL PERSECUTION OF FILIPINO PROGRESSIVES IN EUROPE!

PLS. send letters of protest to: Dr Jan Peter Balkenende 
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