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Celebrate the release of Professor Sison from detention! 

Continue the fight against political persecution!

Patriotic Filipinos in Europe join the family, friends and supporters worldwide of Prof. Jose Ma. Sison in celebrating his release from detention yesterday. His release is an initial victory in the campaign to defend him from further political persecution.

The massive outpouring of support and mass protests from Filipinos and their friends from many countries have highlighted the strong determination of friends, supporters, and the whole progressive movement that Professor Sison inspires, to stand up to political repression and to resist the attacks against human rights, freedom, justice and democracy, and the patriotic and democratic movement in the Philippines and abroad.
Patriotic Filipinos not only in Europe but from around the world responded with militant mass protests upon learning the arrest and detention of Professor Sison. More protests are scheduled across Europe to push the defense of the rights of Professor Sison and to demand a stop to his further political persecution, and those of other Filipino patriots similarly persecuted.

Professor Sison’s cruel ordeal has been received with much sympathy from many migrant Filipinos not only in the Netherlands but also in other countries in Europe. They are angered by his Gestapo-style arrest, the raids on his house and those of other Filipinos, his solitary confinement and denial of visitation rights and medicines. They ask if the cruel treatment of Professor Sison is according to “international standards”. 

They have come to identify Professor Sison’s cruel treatment as reflective of their own struggle as migrants against racism and discrimination, and for their survival, because massive unemployment, poverty and political chaos in the homeland have forcibly pushed them abroad. 

They see in Professor Sison’s ordeal the threats hanging over their heads, as second-class citizens in their host countries, as migrants and as undocumented workers – they could be subject to harassment and intimidation, racist attacks, cruel treatment, and denial of basic civil rights.
For sure, hard lessons are to be learned from what Professor Sison is going through. And for Filipinos in Europe and in other parts of the world, painful experiences and temporary setbacks have to be matched with greater commitment and determination, more organizing and conscientizing among the ranks of compatriots and other migrants.

More importantly, as what we are witnessing in the campaign to defend Professor Sison, the solidarity, from the Dutch, European, Asian, North American, South American, Canadian, African and Middle Eastern peoples – who are united in the vision for a just, free, democratic, peaceful, progressive and more humane world, is boundless.

Free Jose Ma. Sison! Junk the false charges!

Stop political repression in the Philippines!

Long live international solidarity!
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