November 14, 2007 

HE Muhammad Naeem Khan                                                                                                                             Ambassador

Embassy of Pakistan 
 
                                                                                                                                                     We, the concerned members of the Philippine bar and judiciary, write to express our grave concern over the attacks on the people of Pakistan including members of the legal profession and the judiciary.  Since military chief and President Pervez Musharraf  declared  emergency rule on November 3, at least 1,500 lawyers and judges in Pakistan have reportedly been arrested--many beaten with canes by riot police, unlawfully detained, and tortured.  Eight lawyers including two women lawyers are facing false charges for treason.   The military fired teargas on the Supreme Court of Pakistan blatantly disrespecting the independence of the judiciary.  The Chief Justice has been previously suspended by the Pres. Musharraf. Constitutional safeguards, including guarantees on life and liberty, have been suspended. These lawyers and judges, who took to the streets to protest against the emergency rule, were merely exercising the rights to expression and assembly under the Constitution of Pakistan and international human rights covenants.  

Section 3 of the Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, adopted by the 1990 UN Congress on Prevention of Crime states that :

3. Lawyers like other citizens are entitled to freedom of expression, belief, association and assembly.  In particular, they shall have the right to take part in public discussion of matters concerning the law, the administration of justice and the promotion and protection of human rights and to join or form local, national or international organizations x x x 

Section 1 of The Basic Principles on the Independence of the Judiciary endorsed by the UN General Assembly Resolution 40/32 in 1985 also requires governments’ respect for the judiciary: 

1. The independence of the judiciary shall be guaranteed by the State x x x It is the duty of all governmental and other institutions to respect and observe the independence of the judiciary.

We urge the government of Pakistan to respect the rights of the people, including those of members of the bench and the bar.  In particular, we strongly ask the government of Pakistan to: 

1. Lift  all restrictions on the media and freedom to information, the ban on freedom of expression and assembly
2. immediately cease all violence against peaceful demonstrations and end all arbitrary arrests and detentions and lift the emergency rule 
3. Immediately release all the judges, lawyers, activists, opposition figures and citizens who have been arbitrarily detained under preventive detention measures for exercising their basic human rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly, and withdraw all charges against them
4. Restore members of the judiciary arbitrarily dismissed on and after 3 November 2007  and respect the decision of the courts
5. Allow the people to exercise their right to free and fair elections 
We request that you relay our message of concern to the government of Pakistan.  Thank you. 

Truly yours, 

Sgd.                                                                    Sgd.

ATTY. FELICIANO BAUTISTA
 ATTY. NERI COLMENARES National President 



 Secretary General                                    Integrated Bar of the Philippines 

National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers
