[image: image1.jpg]Rev. Dr Samuel Kobidis e fist asican minister to hod e positon of
World Council of Churches (WCC) General Secrelary. A minister of the Methodist
Church In'Kenya who hails from Miathene of the Meru region, he considers his election
not as an individual honor but an honor to Africa, He was elected general secretary in
August 2003, and took up the post in January 2004. Dr, Kobia's work and leadership in
the ecumenical movement has merited him Kenya's National Ecumenical Award for
2007. Forhlm,oneofmernalnlaskso!heewmenmrrmmlhbmdsmemu
by which religion is used by powers that be to further their purposes, thus intensifying the
geopolitical ils of globalization and the inequitable distribution of wealth that is causing
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be done in order that the church and the ecumenical movement as God's people may
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Dr, Kobia was bom on March 20, 1947, and is married with four children, He attended
+  many seminaries and universities, including St. Pauf's United Theological College in

Limuru where he eamed his diploma in theology, McCormick Theological Seminary in
Chicago for a diploma in urban ministry, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for an
MA in city planning, Christian Theological Seminary in Indianapolis for a Doclor of
Divinity degree, and Fairfax University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana for his PhD. Dr. Kobia

* also spent a lerm spent as a fellow at the Center for the Study of Values in Public Life at

~ Harvard Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

~ Dr. Kobla served as the WCC Executive Secretary for Urban Rural Mission and

¢ Secretary of the WCC Africa Task Force from 1978 to 1384, the National Coundil of
- Churches of Kenya (NCCK) Director of Church Development Activities from 1384 to
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- Themes Cluster from 1999 to 2002, and as WCC Special Representative to Africa in

~ Dr. Kobia has been an ecumenical leader since his youth, having been invalved with the
] tChristian Movement and the World Students Christian Federation. His
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~ hisinvolvement with church-related peace and anti-racism groups. He also chaired
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problems, including Origins of Squatting and Community
, The Quest for Democracy in Africa (1993), and Courage fo Hope: The Rools for
Vw‘wmomdun Church in Africa (2004).




