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From: KARAPATAN Public Information 


 

UA Date:         02 November 2007
 

UA Title:         UCCP youth leader tortured and disappeared; his companion abducted and tortured in Zamboanga del Sur, Mindanao, Philippines
 

UA Case:          Enforced Disappearance, Torture, Illegal Arrest and Detention
 

Victim/s:           Ruel Muñasque
          33 years old, married with 3 children
          Male
          Leader, Christian Youth Fellowship-United Church of Christ of the Philippines (CYF-UCCP) 
          Community Development Worker, Consortium of Christian Organizations in Rurban Development-United Church of Christ in the Philippines (CONCORD-UCCP)
          Organizer, BAYAN MUNA "People First" Partylist for Western Mindanao Region
 

UA Case:          Abduction, Torture, Illegal Arrest and Detention
 

Victim/s:           Roger Morales
          32 years old, farmer, married with 4 children
          Male
          A resident of Barangay Mati, San Miguel, Zamboanga del Sur 

 
Place of Incident:                    At a military check point in Barangay Poblacion, Dumalinao, Zamboanga del Sur
 

Date of Incident:          24 October 2007, at around 9:00 in the evening
 

Alleged Perpetrators:              Elements of the 53rd Infantry Battalion Philippine Army (IBPA) manning the checkpoint and under the control and supervision of Tabak Division of the Philippine Army based in Pulacan, Labangan, Zamboanga del Sur, Mindanao, Philippines 
 

Account of Incident –
 

On 24 October 2007, Ruel Muñasque and Roger Morales were on their way to Tigbao town in Zamboanga del Sur on board a van for hire. At around 9:00 in the evening, as they were approaching Pagadian City, their van was halted in a checkpoint set up by elements of the 53rd IBPA in Barangay Poblacion, Municipality of Dumalinao, Zamboanga del Sur. The soldiers had an owner-type jeep and a blue pick up truck with them.
 

Passengers were ordered to get off for inspection. Ruel and Roger alighted and were subjected to a body search. After the search, they were ordered to get back to their van, but as Ruel was getting on the van, one of the soldiers squeezed his wounded knee making it bleed. When the soldiers noticed the blood, Ruel and Roger were again pulled out of the van and again subjected to a body search. This time, the soldiers took their wallets, mobile phones and other personal belongings. 
 

The two were then handcuffed, blindfolded and brought to an unknown place for interrogation. Both of the victims were made to ride on the military's owner-type jeep. The blue pick up was at the lead followed by the owner-type jeep; they traveled for about an hour. The victims were brought to a place where they could hear music being played. They remained in the jeep. Then they were tortured by being made to hear the cocking of guns and threatened to be killed if they would not "cooperate" with the soldiers. They were made to choose whether they prefer to be freed, jailed or killed. In front of alleged rebel surrenderees, they were forced, at gunpoint, to give the names of their alleged comrades, their connections and who gave them orders.
 

At around 2:00 in the morning of 25 October, the soldiers offered to bring Ruel to the hospital for treatment, as his wound was now bleeding profusely, in exchange for his "cooperation." He was forced to board a blue pick up truck which sped away to an unknown direction, leaving Roger behind in the jeep. Because of his blindfold, Roger did not know where he was being taken. The jeep ride lasted for about an hour.
 

At around 4:00 in the morning, Roger was ordered to disembark and to remove his blindfold only if he could no longer hear the sound of the motor of the jeep. When he removed his blindfold, he found out that he was left by his abductors at the rotunda towards the direction of the Pagadian City Integrated Bus Terminal. His personal belongings were never returned except for his mobile phone without the SIM card.
 

At 12:00 noon of 28 October, a certain Frank/Paul Chua who introduced himself as a member of the military called up Ruel's sister on the phone informing her that they have Ruel in their custody, that he was given medical treatment and she was warned her not to tell anybody about the conversation. She was also told not to file any petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus or Writ of Amparo. The caller also informed her that she is being monitored and they knew that she is seeking a lawyer for legal assistance for Ruel. She was discouraged by the caller and threatened that if she persists in her efforts, the military will produce a lawyer that could convict her brother.  She requested to talk to Ruel and the phone was given to her brother. She was instructed by Ruel not to seek any assistance from any group especially KARAPATAN.
 

Ruel is a leader of the Christian Youth Fellowship and a community development worker of Consortium of Christian Organizations in Rurban Development – the youth arm and community development institution under UCCP respectively.
 

UCCP is a church that envisions a responsible, empowered, self-reliant and caring community of Christian believers committed to the pursuit of a transformed church and society towards an abundant and meaningful life for all. It aims to enrich the lifework of the communities where the local churches are located and to deepen the impact of its collective response to societal and national issues.
 

Ruel is also an organizer of BAYAN MUNA Partylist organization, a duly accredited political party that promotes the rights and welfare of the marginalized sectors of the country – the workers, peasants, fisherfolk, indigenous peoples, urban poor and other down-trodden – by actively pushing urgent people's concerns in the halls of the Philippine Congress. 
 

Bayan Muna members have long been considered by the Armed Forces of the Philippines and the Philippine National Police as "enemies of the state" under the counterinsurgency Operation Oplan Bantay Laya 1 and 2 or Operation Freedom Watch.
 

Ruel Muñasque remains missing as of this writing.
 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
 

Send letters, emails or fax messages calling for:
 

1.        The immediate formation of an independent fact-finding and investigation team composed of representatives from human rights groups, the Church, local government, and the Commission on Human Rights that will look into the enforced disappearance, torture, illegal arrest and detention of Ruel Muñasque and the abduction, torture, illegal arrest and detention of Roger Morales.
2.        The arrest and prosecution of the perpetrators of the said crime/s.
3.        The immediate protection and proper indemnification of the victims; and
4.        The Philippine Government to be reminded that it is a signatory to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and that it is also a party to all the major Human Rights instruments, thus it is bound to observe all of these instruments' provisions.
 

You may send your communications to:
 

H.E. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
President of the Republic
Malacanang Palace ,
JP Laurel St., San Miguel
Manila Philippines
Voice: (+632) 564 1451 to 80
Fax: (+632) 742-1641 / 929-3968
Cell#: (+ 63) 919 898 4622 / (+63) 917 839 8462
E-mail: corres@op.gov.ph / opnet@ops.gov.ph 
 

Jesus D. Dureza 
Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process 
 *Office of the Peace Process
7th Floor Agustin Building I
Emerald Avenue
Pasig City 1605 
Voice:+63 (2) 636 0701 to 066
Mobile: 
Fax:+63 (2) 635 9579
osec@opapp.gov.ph
 

Department of National Defense
Room 301 DND Building, Camp Emilio Aguinaldo,
E. de los Santos Avenue
Quezon City 
Voice:+63(2) 911-9281 / 911-0488
Fax:+63(2) 911 6213
osnd@philonline.com
 

Hon. Raul M. Gonzalez
Secretary, Department of Justice
Padre Faura St., Manila
Direct Line 521-8344; 5213721
Trunkline  523-84-81 loc.214
Fax: (+632) 521-1614
Email  sad@doj.gov.ph
 

Hon. Purificacion Valera Quisumbing
Chairperson, Commission on Human Rights
SAAC Bldg., UP Complex
Commonwealth Avenue
Diliman, Quezon City
Philippines
Fax: (+632) 929 0102
Email: drpvq@chr.gov.ph
 

 

Please send us a copy of your email/mail/fax to the said government official to our address below.
 

URGENT ACTION Prepared by:
 

KARAPATAN (Alliance for the Advancement of People's Rights)-National Office
1 Maaralin cor Matatag, Brgy. Central, Quezon City 1100 PHILIPPINES
Voice/Fax: (+632) 435 4146
Emails: <karapatan@tri-isys.com > / karapatan@edsamail.com.ph / karapatan.pid@gmail.com
Website: www.karapatan.org
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