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January 15, 2008

“A suspected Red Leader has rights too” kin and rights groups reminds ISAFP

After both the AFP and the PNP confirmed the arrest of suspected high ranking communist rebel Iglecerio “ka choy” Pernia last week, relatives and human rights activists deplore why he is continuously  held incommunicado inside an ISAFP facility in Camp Aguinaldo.
“As far as I know, we are still in a supposedly democratic state where the accused is still entitled to his rights as a detained person and given due process of law, why can’t they give that to papa? Why are they (military) hiding him from us?” said a very frustrated son of Pernia who came all the way from Bicol to search for his father’s detention cell. He was accompanied yesterday by relatives and a quick reaction team organized by KARAPATAN and DESAPARACIDOS composed of a lawyer, doctor and paralegal workers. The groups eventually end up not seeing Iglecerio after the personnel manning the visitor assistance center repeatedly informed the group that it’s past the visiting hours and it will take time to confirm if indeed Iglecerio is in their custody.
The young Pernia said he and some relatives decided to proceed to Manila upon hearing Bicol PNP spokesperson, Sr. Superintendent Eliciar Bron confirmed to media that his father was brought to ISAFP headquarters in Camp Aguinaldo. He then sought the help of Human Rights groups to ensure that his father’s rights will be protected.” I’m hoping against hope that they will surface papa unscathed, given the fact that the military is notorious in using torture as an SOP in their interrogation “he added.
Meanwhile, KARAPATAN lambasted the military establishment for failing to surface the accused after several days in its custody. They say they are mulling to file writ of amparo and habeas corpus to force the military to present Pernia in the proper court and to allow relatives, lawyers and physicians to visit him on regular basis.

“The basic human rights of Iglecerio Pernia must be respected; the AFP must be knocked in their heads for them to know that even suspected rebels, enemies of the state as they perceived them to be, have rights too.” KARAPATAN said further.

It can be recalled that Pernia, classified by the PNP as the Number One Most Wanted Person in the Bicol Region, having a 1.5 million peso bounty on his head was arrested by combined operatives from the Sta. Maria Municipal Police Station, Bulacan Provincial Intelligence Office, the PNP Regional Intelligence Division, Military Intelligence Group 3 (MIG) and Intelligence Service of the AFP (Isafp), in front of a restaurant near the vicinity of a cockpit arena in Santa Maria Bulacan.
He is said to be the secretary of the Albay Provincial Party Committee of the NPA and a member of the CPP-NPA Executive Committee in Bicol.

Upon his arrest ranking military officers hailed it as a major victory against the Insurgency, especially in the Bicol region considered by many as a stronghold for communist guerrillas.###
“ILITAW NYO NA ANG TATAY KO”
Nakiusap ang anak ni suspected rebel leader Iglecerio “ka choy” Pernia sa mga ahente ng ISAFP na Ilitaw ang na ang kanyang tatay matapos itong dumalaw sa Camp Aguinaldo kasama ang ilang kamag anak at mga myembero ng human rights group na KARAPATAN.

Ayon sa nakababatang Pernia, simula ng mahuli ang ama, wala na silang narinig tungkol dito. Hanggang nagpahayag si PNP Bicol spokesman Sr. Superintendent Eliciar Bron na dinala ito sa Kampo Aguinaldo at nasa kustodiya ng ISAFP.

“Dali dali po kaming tumungo dito sa maynila at humingi ng tulong sa Karapatan upang samahan kaming dalawin ang aking tatay” wika pa ng anak ni Pernia na nag mula pa sa bikol.

Sa kasamaang palad, bigo nilang makita ang kanilang pakay matapos tanggihan ng mga military police ang pag pasok nila sa mismong headquarters ng ISAFP. 

Ayon sa grupong KARAPATAN, pinag aaralan nila ang pagsampa ng writ of amparo at habeas corpus sa korte upang mapwersa ang militar na ilitaw si Iglecerio Pernia at iharap sya sa tamang legal na proseso. Binira din nila ang ISAFP sa patuloy na pagiging Incummonicado ng suspek.  

” tulad ng pangamba ng mga kaanak, nangangamba kaming ginagamitan ng Tortyur si Iglecerio habang nasa interogasyon, kaya hindi siya mailabas labas ng military.Hindi kami titigil hanggat di nirerespeto ng AFP ang mga batayang karapatang ni Pernia” dagdag pa ng grupo.
Matatandaang nahuli noong ika 9 ng buwang ito si Pernia ng pinag sanib na pwersa ng PNP Bulacan at Military Intellegence Group,ISAFP at Bulacan Provincial Intellegence Unit sa tapat ng isang restwaran malapit sa sabungan ng Santa Maria Bulacan.

Ayon sa AFP siya ang kalihim ng Albay Provincial Party Committee ng NPA at kasapi ng CPP-NPA Executive Committee in Bicol.
Tinagurian siya ng PNP Region V bilang Most Wanted Person at may patong na 1.5 milyon para sa kanyang pagkakadakip.
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