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Petition for Habeas Corpus and Writ of Amparo

Lorena Santos vs President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo et al.


Republic of the Philippines

COURT OF APPEALS

Manila

In the Matter of the Petition for Habeas Corpus and the Writ of Amparo in favor of ELIZABETH PRINCIPE and Mr. LEO VELASCO
LORENA SANTOS


Petitioner,

- versus -




SP Case No._______________

GLORIA MACAPAGAL- ARROYO, EDUARDO ERMITA, GILBERTO TEODORO, RONALDO PUNO, NORBERTO GONZALES, Gen. HERMOGENES ESPERON, P/Dir. Gen. AVELINO RAZON, JR.,  Lt. Gen. ALEXANDER YANO, P/Dir. EDGARDO DOROMAL, P/CSupt. RAUL BACALZO, P/CSupt. TEODORICO CAPUYAN, P/SSupt. ASHER DOLINA, P/SSupt. JULIAN PANTONIAL, P/CInsp. JOEL MANUEL ANA and Col. EDUARDO AÑO.                 
Respondents.

x-----------------------------------------------------------x

PETITION FOR HABEAS CORPUS AND 
THE WRIT OF AMPARO

Petitioner, by counsel, to this Honorable Court, respectfully states:  
PREFATORY STATEMENT
The Yoruba, an ancient people in the country of Nigeria, have a saying that goes, “If the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer, one feels reluctant to do good.” Indeed, in a society that rewards wrongdoing and punishes virtue, people are often swayed to go along and mutely acquiesce to the execution of perverted and detestable deeds. Nevertheless, even in these trying times, some admirable women and men remain adamant that it is not an excuse to do injustice merely for the sake of personal gain. They also find it within themselves the remarkable courage and spirit to do what is right and share this conviction to the poor and oppressed masses.

The petitioner in this case represents her parents Elizabeth Principe and Leo Velasco who were both forcibly abducted and arbitrarily detained by the respondents.   

Elizabeth Principe and Leo Velasco had been medical workers since the 1970’s, seeking to cure the common diseases in poor communities, before they were illegally arrested and abducted respectively, on separate dates last year.  Their unlawful arrest and forced disappearance came at a time when the government is engaged in an all out war against its perceived enemies and those critical of its policies, which has resulted in unabated extrajudicial killings, abductions, political persecution and violations of civil and political rights of the people. 

Their fundamental rights having been desecrated, they, represented by petitioner, now seek the protection and restoration of their rights through this petition.
The Parties

1. Petitioner LORENA SANTOS is a resident Filipina, of legal age, and she represents herein her mother, ELIZABETH PRINCIPE, 56 years old, and her father, Mr. LEO VELASCO, 56 years old.  The petitioner may be served with all notices, orders, resolutions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court through the office address of the undersigned counsel.

2. The following respondents are being impleaded because of their participation, role and position in the formulation and implementation of the government’s all-out war policy against suspected rebels and political activists resulting in various human rights violations, including the forcible abduction, illegal arrest and detention of ELIZABETH PRINCIPE and the enforced disappearance of LEO VELASCO:  
3. Respondent GLORIA MACAPAGAL- ARROYO is the incumbent President of the Republic of the Philippines. She may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at the New Executive Building, Malacañan Palace Compound, J.P. Laurel St., San Miguel, Manila.  
4. Respondent EDUARDO ERMITA is the Executive Secretary to the President of the Republic of the Philippines. He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at the Office of the Executive Secretary, Premiere Guest House, Malacañan Palace, Manila. 

5. Respondent GILBERTO TEODORO is the current Secretary of the Department of National Defense (DND).  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at Room 301, DND Building, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 

6. Respondent RONALDO PUNO is the present Secretary of the Department of the Interior and Local Government (DILG).  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at A. Francisco Gold Condominium II, Epifanio de los Santos Avenue (EDSA) corner Mapagmahal St., Diliman, Quezon City. 
7. Respondent NORBERTO GONZALES holds the position of National Security Adviser and is the Director-General of the National Security Council (NSC).  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at National Intelligence Coordinating Agency (NICA) Compound, V. Luna St., corner East Avenue, Quezon City.  

8. Respondent Gen. HERMOGENES ESPERON is the current Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP).  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. 
9. Respondent Gen. AVELINO RAZON, JR. is of legal age and the incumbent Director General of the Philippine National Police (PNP).  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at the PNP Headquarters at Camp Crame, Quezon City. 
10. Respondent Lt. Gen. ALEXANDER YANO is the current Chief of the Philippine Army (PA).  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. 

11. Respondent P/Dir. EDGARDO DOROMAL is of legal age and the incumbent Chief of the Philippine National Police-Criminal Investigation and Detection Group (PNP-CIDG).  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at the PNP Headquarters at Camp Crame, Quezon City. 

12. The respondent P/CInsp. JOEL MANUEL ANA is of legal age and the current Chief of the Philippine National Police (PNP) Custodial Center located at Camp Crame. The processes of this Most Honorable Court may reach the respondent in his office at the PNP Headquarters at Camp Crame, Quezon City. His office is responsible for illegally holding in custody the person of Mme. Elizabeth Principe.

13. Respondent P/CSupt. RAUL BACALZO is the Director of the Headquarters Support Service of the Philippine National Police, an agency that immediately oversees the PNP Custodial Center. His office is responsible for illegally holding in custody the person of Elizabeth Principe.  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at his office at the PNP Headquarters at Camp Crame, Quezon City. 

14. The respondent P/SSupt. ASHER DOLINA is of legal age and is the Chief of the Philippine National Police-Criminal Investigation and Detection Group for the National Capital Region (PNP-CIDG NCR) at this time. His office is responsible for the abduction and illegal arrest of Elizabeth Principe.  He may be served with notices, decisions and other legal processes of this Honorable Court at the PNP Headquarters at Camp Crame, Quezon City. 

15. Respondent P/CSupt. TEODORICO CAPUYAN is the current PNP Director for Region X. The processes of this Most Honorable Court may reach the respondent in his office at the PNP Regional Headquarters at Camp Alagar, Lapasan, Cagayan de Oro City. His office is responsible for the government’s implementation of the all-out war policy against suspected rebels and political activists in Northern Mindanao.

16. The respondent P/SSupt. JULIAN PANTONIAL is of legal age and the Chief of the PNP-CIDG in Northern Mindanao. The processes of this Most Honorable Court may reach the respondent in his office at the PNP Regional Headquarters at Camp Alagar, Lapasan, Cagayan de Oro City. 

17. The respondent Col. EDUARDO AÑO is of legal age and is the Head of the Philippine Army’s Intelligence and Security Group (PA-ISG). The processes of this Most Honorable Court may reach the respondent in his office at the Philippine Army Headquarters at Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. His office is responsible for the government’s implementation of the all-out war policy against suspected rebels and political activists.

Statement of Facts on the Abduction of Elizabeth Principe
18.  Elizabeth Principe studied from 1968-1971 at the University of the Philippines with a pre-medicine course.  Inspired and encouraged by barefoot doctors in UP to render services to the poor and oppressed people in the rural areas, Elizabeth Principe decided to work in the rural communities of Cagayan Valley.

19. Among the works and contributions made by Elizabeth Principe in the rural communities are the following:  She taught the rural people the scientific way and method of looking at the causes of diseases and illnesses; that illnesses are brought about by microbes and viruses not by so called bad spirits; she trained the people how to prevent and cure common illnesses like arthritis, head ache, tooth and stomach ache through acupuncture.  She also provided information on the different kinds of herbal plants that can help prevent and cure illnesses and how to prepare and use these herbal plants.

20. She helped prevent the spread of malaria in the community.  Through the medical clinics she set-up in various communities, she informed the people of the symptoms and importance of early detection of the illness.   She also trained the people how to seek help from government agencies for their health and medical needs.  

21.  She continued to work in the rural communities until her forcible abduction and arbitrary detention by the respondent military officers and police on November 28, 2007. 
22. The following narration details the circumstances of the abduction of ELIZABETH PRINCIPE and her continued unlawful and arbitrary detention, as well as the efforts of her family and concerned organizations to determine her whereabouts.  

23. On 28 November 2007 in P. Tuazon, Cubao, Quezon City at around 11 a.m. to 12 noon, Elizabeth Principe was leaving a clinic known as the Fern Lab after she had a chest x-ray for the purpose of determining the condition of her lungs.  

24. Several men wearing black uniforms, who some witnesses claim were emblazoned “Police” and “CIDG,” emerged from a dark green van that was positioned at the vicinity of the clinic’s entrance.
 The men then swiftly and forcibly took Elizabeth Principe without any warning or cause and shoved her into the waiting van.  

25. The dark green van that had a plate number ending in “251” quickly sped away in the direction of Antipolo.  The men wearing black uniforms skillfully carried out the abduction of Elizabeth Principe in less than five (5) minutes.  

26. The captors of Elizabeth Principe subjected her to seventy-two (72) hours of psychological torture as she was constantly in handcuffs, blindfolded, threatened to confess as well as identify her alleged subversive activities and forced to listen to extremely high volumes of atrocious selections of rap music, heavy metal and rock and roll.

27. Petitioner Lorena Santos learned of her mother’s illegal abduction and the governmental agency that held her captive through the broadcast of the radio station, dzMM, where Ms. Kaye Dacer was the anchorperson on 29 November 2007 at around 2 p.m. of that day.

28.  During this brief news report, the Armed Forces of the Philippines, through respondent Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, announced that the Intelligence and Security Group of the Philippine Army (PA-ISG) have captured Elizabeth Principe and that she was in a detention facility in Fort Bonifacio.

29. The petitioner and members of the human rights organization Alliance for the Advancement of People’s Rights (KARAPATAN) then went to Fort Bonifacio to ascertain the condition of Elizabeth Principe. Upon reaching this Army camp, they were directed to the Public Information Office (PIO) where Maj. Rolando Dumawa, Deputy Army Chief for Public Affairs, entertained them as they waited more than two (2) hours for confirmation on the whereabouts of the petitioner’s mother.

30. Eventually, Maj. Rolando Dumawa issued a certification that Elizabeth Principe was not within the confines of the Army Headquarters at Fort Bonifacio though his office was coordinating with other agencies to determine where she was detained.
 However, he encouraged the petitioner to return the next morning since it was likely that they would then have located Mme. Elizabeth Principe.

31. When petitioner together with the members of KARAPATAN and various media outfits arrived at around 10:00 a.m. on 1 December 2007 at Fort Bonifacio, the PIO directed them to the Army Officers’ Clubhouse where ranking officials of the police and military were to present Elizabeth Principe in a press conference.

32. Lt. Gen. Alexander Yano, Chief of the Philippine Army, and Police Deputy Director Gen. Jesus Versoza, the Deputy Chief of Administration of the Philippine National Police (PNP DCA), said in the press conference that members of the 5th Infantry Division of the Philippine Army lawfully arrested Elizabeth Principe in P. Tuazon, Cubao, Quezon City, allegedly on the basis of six (6) warrants of arrests for Rebellion, Kidnapping, Murder, Robbery and Arson that different courts from Region II allegedly issued against her.

33. Thereafter, the Philippine Army transferred Elizabeth Principe’s confinement to the hands of the PNP-CIDG at Camp Crame to facilitate her turnover to the PNP Custodial Center at around 2:00 p.m. in the afternoon of 1 December 2007. P/CInsp. Joel Manuel Ana is the Chief of the PNP Custodial Center and stands as the current custodial officer where Elizabeth Principe is confined at this time.

34. Maj. Jetro Lim is the Duty Officer for the PNP-CIDG National Capital Region Criminal Investigation and Detection Unit (NCR-CIDU) for the month of December that authorized her medical exam and gave clearance for the release of the alleged warrants for Elizabeth Principe’s arrest.
 However, contrary to the public statements of the PNP and the AFP, and the official communications within the PNP-CIDG NCR-CIDU, the office of Maj. Jetro Lim issued not 6 but only two questionable (2) warrants of arrest from the courts in the Cagayan Valley Region.

35. Though Lt. Gen. Alexander Yano stated the docket numbers for the specific offenses of Rebellion, Kidnapping, Murder, Robbery and Arson, during the 1 December 2007 press conference, there was no mention of the several courts that issued the arrest warrants that validated Elizabeth Principe’s continued confinement.

36. Moreover, the two warrants that the PNP-CIDG released appear dubious and highly irregular.  The first warrant allegedly issued by Judge Vincent Eden Panay on 21 November 2005 is highly suspicious.  It contains no caption and blurred entries on the names of the accused and the docket of the case.  It charges Elizabeth Principe alias Ka Vilma, who allegedly stays at Dupax del Norte, Nueva Vizcaya, for Robbery with Murder.
 

37. To check the veracity of the respondents’ claim, members of the human rights group KARAPATAN went to the Regional Trial Court of Nueva Vizcaya, particularly, Branch 30 of the Regional Trial Court of Bayombong, Nueva Vizcaya with Judge Vincent Eden Panay presiding.  They learned that the criminal case re-docketed as Crim. Case No. 397 has been archived and effectively dismissed on 23 July 1992 without Judge Panay issuing a new warrant.
 

38. The second warrant was purportedly issued by Judge Sergio Plan on 27 February 1990 in the case of rebellion entitled People v. Caridad Magpantay-Pascual alias Edna, et al., docketed as Crim. Case No. 90-1350 filed before the Municipal Trial Court of Cauayan, Isabela. 
 Elizabeth Principe’s name appears on the list at number seven (7), with bail recommended at Fifteen Thousand Six Hundred Pesos (P 15,600.00).

39. The human rights group KARAPATAN likewise discovered that this case was forwarded to the Office of the Provincial Fiscal on 27 March 1990 and elevated to Branch 18 of the Regional Trial Court of Ilagan, Isabela, re-docketed as Crim. Case No. 1624. 
 This case was again transferred to the Regional Trial Court of Cauayan, Isabela, through the Branch Clerk of Court Hon. Raymundo Ramirez pursuant to an Order dated 23 May 1994.
 

40. However, upon verification from the Office of the Clerk of Court of the Regional Trial Court of Cauayan City, Isabela the records of this Rebellion case against Elizabeth Principe are not in their custody and could not be found. 

41. Elizabeth Principe through counsel requested from the respondent PNP officers to furnish copies of all the documents that would justify her arrest and continued detention, including, but not limited to Certified True Copies of the Original Complaints, Informations, Resolutions finding probable cause, Warrants of Arrest, Request for Custody of the Arresting Unit and their respective Affidavits.
 Unfortunately, the respondents made no response to this request.

42. All of these events point to the obvious fact that Elizabeth Principe was abducted without the benefit of a valid subsisting warrant and neither were her rights as a citizen respected when State security forces took her into custody on 28 November 2007. 

43. It is likewise worthwhile to note that policemen in plainclothes accosted the human rights workers in Region II who were trying to confirm the existence of the criminal cases against Elizabeth Principe.  In one reported instance, Neil Galoy of KARAPATAN Cagayan Valley was invited by SPO4 Edward Gatan for alleged custodial investigation merely for looking into the dockets of the several courts to see whether Elizabeth Principe was truly indicted therein.

44. The foregoing circumstances serve to engender the well-founded belief that the respondents and their agents are responsible for the abduction of Elizabeth Principe despite the fact that she has not committed, was not then committing and was not attempting to commit any offense that called for her arrest or deprivation of liberty in the absence of any formal charge or valid judicial warrant.

45. At no point in time was Elizabeth Principe apprised of her rights incident to an arrest as enumerated in the landmark case of Miranda v. Arizona,
 and embodied in the Bill of Rights under the Philippine Constitution. The purported warrants themselves were never presented to Elizabeth Principe at the time of the abduction.

46. As no court of law has validly issued a warrant for the arrest of Elizabeth Principe, for any crime whatsoever, her confinement under the circumstances recounted above is therefore patently illegal.


Statement of Facts on the 

Enforced Disappearance of Leo Velasco

47. The following narration details the circumstances that led to the deprivation of liberty of LEO VELASCO and his continued unlawful and arbitrary detention, as well as the efforts of his family and concerned organizations to determine his whereabouts.

48. On 19 February 2007 at about 10:00 in the morning, Leo Velasco was walking in the vicinity of the Philippine First Insurance and SRBC buildings located near the streets of Aguinaldo and Yacapin at Cagayan de Oro City when, without warning, a fast-moving gray L300 van with plate number LCV 513 stopped abruptly in front of him.

49. Several men in plain clothes alighted from the vehicle and forced him to enter the van.  Leo Velasco struggled to prevent the men from taking him and so a scuffle ensued. His eyeglasses fell off from him during the struggle. Security guards from the nearby buildings later retrieved the glasses after his abduction.

50. Leo Velasco eventually fell down onto the pavement due to his exertions as more men, numbering more or less eight (8) in all, came to overpower him. One of the perpetrators of the abduction was wearing a black, long-sleeved sweatshirt with the letters CIDG on the back.

51. Many people had mutely watched the incident and the man wearing the black sweatshirt told them they were with the government.  Leo Velasco was roughly and unceremoniously thrown into the van and this vehicle quickly sped away in the direction of Justo Ramonal St. A back-up vehicle, a black Toyota Revo, with a license plate ending with “692,” followed the van closely behind. 
52. Moments after the two vehicles left, a city patrol car came and the police officer said “Amin yun,” referring to the operation that had just transpired. Apparently, the local police knew about the planned abduction of Mr. Leo Velasco.

53. Mr. Cesar Duetes, a security guard from the nearby buildings where the abduction of Leo Velasco took place, promptly reported the incident with the local police.
 Intelligence Operatives of the Police Station 2, Cogon, Cagayan de Oro City, namely, PO2 Nolasco Gaabucayan and PO2 Francis Michael Fortunado, allegedly conducted an investigation of the incident.

54. Though the abduction of Leo Velasco was recorded in the blotter of Police Station 2, Cogon, Cagayan de Oro City, the police did not conduct a genuine investigation and divulged no results to the petitioner at any time. A few weeks later, Cesar Duetes, who had the incident blottered, reportedly resigned from work as a security guard and was never heard of again. Before his resignation, suspicious men had often visited him at work for unknown reasons.

55. The petitioner herein went to Cagayan de Oro City on 23 to 27 February 2007, on 18 to 20 July 2007, and again on October 2007, with the assistance of persons from the human rights organization Alliance for the Advancement of People’s Rights (KARAPATAN), to investigate the details of her father’s abduction. She initially visited the Riverview Hotel where Leo Velasco checked in before his enforced disappearance.

56. Petitioner then visited the place of the incident and was able to speak with a cigarette vendor named Jonathan Ratunil, who saw the abduction of her father.
 The other witness, the security guard, Mr. Cesar Duetes, had already disappeared and was no longer available for comment. 

57. The petitioner then went to the police station where the abduction was recorded in a blotter. The station commander there said he was in a 4-month workshop at the time of the incident but promised that he would personally look into the case. However, he told the petitioner that she should just follow it up some other time.

58. Petitioner then went to the Iglesia Filipina Indipendiente (IFI) Cathedral to write a statement for the media.  She later went to the Land Transportation Office (LTO) and inquired as to the plate number LCV 513, the one that the gray L300 van carried at the time of the abduction.

59. It turned out that the plate number did not match the vehicle it was attached to and was presumably fake. The license plate is registered under the name of a certain Mr. Gregorio Y. Haw of Sto. Niño St., Lanang Executive Homes, Davao City, not as an L300 van but a Toyota Tamaraw FX Wagon.
 
60. The petitioner then went to the Commission on Human Rights (CHR). She met the resident investigator, Mr. Vic Alerio, and was informed that the CHR-Region 10 has also conducted some investigation on the abduction of Leo Velasco. Apparently, it had secured a report of the incident where security guards of the nearby buildings executed Sworn Statements before the CIDG.

61. While in Cagayan de Oro City, the petitioner learned that the security guards who had witnessed the abduction of her father had gotten hold of his glasses and that they gave it to Mr. Nilo Abroguena, a reporter of the Mindanao Gold Star Daily. The CIDG Director for Northern Mindanao, P/SSupt. Julian Pantonial, later took Mr. Leo Velasco’s glasses from Mr. Nilo Abroguena.

62. The petitioner has likewise appeared in various newspapers and publications calling forth the persons responsible for the abduction of her father to release him. The Gold Star Daily, a local newspaper circulating in Mindanao, was one of the news publications that printed the story of the petitioner in search of her father on 23 July 2007.

63. Petitioner then visited the PNP-Intelligence Group Headquarters at Camp Crame and the Army Hospital at Fort Bonifacio. The personnel there received her request letter but denied having her father in their custody. The petitioner also went to the ISAFP Headquarters at Camp Aguinaldo.

64. Lt. Col. Jack Baltazar of the ISAFP casually confirmed petitioner that Mr. Leo Velasco is on the military intelligence’s target list but washed his hands of any involvement in his abduction.  He maintained that if the ISAFP operatives had gotten him, they would have proudly announced it.

65. The petitioner strongly suspects that the combined military and police elements who have had their eyes on Leo Velasco are the ones responsible for abducting him. Lt. Col. Jack Baltazar admitted to herein petitioner that the military had long wanted to get Leo Velasco for his alleged underground activities though he bluntly denied that he was in their possession.

66. The foregoing circumstances serve to engender the well-founded belief that the respondents herein and their agents are responsible for the abduction of Leo Velasco.  

67. The petitioner, with her family, concerned human rights organizations, friends and counsel, have exhausted all efforts available at law, and she has no plain, speedy and adequate remedy to protect the fundamental rights of her mother and father except through this application for the issuance of a Writ of Habeas Corpus to require the respondents to bring and present Elizabeth Principe and Leo Velasco before this Honorable Court.  
68. Petitioner applies for the issuance of a Writ of Amparo in order to compel State authorities and its agents (a) to disclose where Mr. Leo Velasco is confined, (b) to release her mother and father considering their unlawful detention since their abduction and (c) to cease and desist from further inflicting harm upon their persons.

69. Lt. Gen. Alexander Yano announced during the press conference on 1 December 2007 that after Elizabeth Principe’s confinement at the PNP Custodial Center, the authorities would transfer her custody over to any of the six courts in Region II that allegedly issued the warrants of arrest.

70. Considering that the warrants presented to the petitioner are all invalid, dubious and non-existent, the declaration of Elizabeth Principe’s transfer to Region II is quite possibly a mere pretext to deliver her to the clutches of the officers and men of the 5th Infantry Division operating there which will put her life in mortal danger since, in the unequivocal pronouncement of Mr. Philip Alston, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial killings, the AFP has the reputation of dealing severely with perceived rebels.

71. The petitioner likewise prays, under Section 14 (a) of the Rules on the Writ of Amparo,
 that this Most Honorable Court issue a Temporary Protection Order directing the State authorities to transfer the custody over Elizabeth Principe, Leo Velasco and Ms. Lorena Santos herself, considering her own human rights work with KARAPATAN and her relationship to her parents, to an accredited person or private institution capable of keeping and securing their safety. 

72. The petitioner also prays, under Section 14 (b) of the Rules on the Writ of Amparo, that this Most Honorable Court allow the inspection of the following police and military detention facilities: (a) Camp Crame, Quezon City, (b) Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, (c) Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, (d) Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig City (e) Camp Alagar, Lapasan, Cagayan de Oro City, (f) Camp Catitipan, Panacan, Davao City, (g) 10th Infantry Division, PA, Headquarters, Camp Panacan, Davao City, (h) 4th Infantry Division, PA, Headquarters, Camp Evangelista, Patag, Cagayan de Oro, and (i) other secret detention facilities akin to that of the prison at Guantanamo Bay that the United States operates.

73. The petitioner further prays, under Section 14 (c) of the Rules on the Writ of Amparo, that this Honorable Court issue a Production Order directing the officers of the PNP, the AFP and other executive agencies and offices to produce any and all documents that contain evidence relevant to the instant Petition, particularly the clear certified true copies of the complete records of the subsisting and valid warrants of arrest, if any, from the concerned courts of Region II to establish the existence of the said criminal complaints in order for Elizabeth Principe to prepare her defense and the result of the medical examination conducted on her person on 1 December 2007. 

Prayers

WHEREFORE, premises considered, the petitioner respectfully prays that this Honorable Court issue a Writ of Habeas Corpus directing the respondents, or whoever acts in their place or stead, (a) to appear before this Honorable Court and to produce both Mme. Elizabeth Principe and Mr. Leo Velasco in good health, and to explain forthwith why the respondents should not set Elizabeth Principe and Leo Velasco at liberty without delay.


The petitioner earnestly prays that this Honorable Court issue a Writ of Amparo Ordering the respondents to (a) disclose where Leo Velasco is detained or confined, (b) to release Elizabeth principe and Leo Velasco considering their unlawful detention since their abduction and (c) to cease and desist from further inflicting harm upon their persons.


In the interim, the petitioner likewise prays, under Section 14 (a) of the Rules on the Writ of Amparo,
 that this Most Honorable Court issue a Temporary Protection Order directing the State authorities to transfer the custody over Elizabeth Principe, Leo Velasco and Lorena Santos herself to an accredited person or private institution capable of keeping and securing their safety. 


The petitioner also prays, under Section 14 (b) of the Rules on the Writ of Amparo, that this Most Honorable Court issue an Inspection Order ordering the public officers in control of the following police and military detention facilities to permit the entry of authorized persons for the purpose of inspecting, measuring, surveying and photographing the property or any relevant object or operation thereon: (a) Camp Crame, Quezon City, (b) Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City, (c) Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, (d) Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig City (e) Camp Alagar, Lapasan, Cagayan de Oro City, (f) Camp Catitipan, Panacan, Davao City, (g) 10th Infantry Division, PA, Headquarters, Camp Panacan, Davao City, (h) 4th Infantry Division, PA, Headquarters, Camp Evangelista, Patag, Cagayan de Oro, and (i) other secret detention facilities akin to that of the prison at Guantanamo Bay that the United States operates.


The petitioner further prays, under Section 14 (c) of the Rules on the Writ of Amparo, that this Most Honorable Court issue a Production Order directing the officers of the PNP, the AFP and other executive agencies and offices to produce all documents that constitute or contain evidence relevant to the instant Petition, particularly the clear certified true copies of the complete records of the subsisting and valid warrants of arrest, if any, from the concerned courts of Region II to establish the existence of the said criminal complaints in order for Elizabeth Principe to prepare her defense and the result of the medical examination conducted on her person on 1 December 2007. 


The petitioner moreover prays, under Section 14 (d) of the Rules on the Writ of Amparo, that this Most Honorable Court issue a Witness Protection Order to secure the safety of witnesses through the Witness Protection, Security and Benefit Program pursuant to Republic Act No. 6981 or refer them to accredited persons or private institutions capable of ensuring their well-being.

Other forms of relief just and equitable under the premises are likewise prayed for.


Makati City for Manila City. 23 January 2008.
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PNP Regional Headquarters, 

Camp Alagar, Lapasan, 

Cagayan de Oro City

P/SSupt. ASHER DOLINA

CHIEF PNP CIDG NCR
PNP Headquarters, 

Camp Crame, Quezon City

P/SSupt. JULIAN PANTONIAL
CHIEF OF THE PNP-CIDG FOR NORTHERN MINDANAO

PNP Regional Headquarters, 

Camp Alagar, Lapasan, 

Cagayan de Oro City

P/CInsp. JOEL MANUEL ANA
CHIEF PNP CUSTODIAL CENTER
PNP Headquarters, 

Camp Crame, Quezon City

Col. EDUARDO AÑO

HEAD PA-INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY GROUP

Army Headquarters

Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City

EXPLANATION OF SERVICE BY REGISTERED MAIL


Pursuant to Section 11, Rule 13 of the 1997 Rules of Court, copies of this Petition were served upon the other parties by registered mail because of distance and unavailability of messenger to effect personal service.

RACHEL F. PASTORES
Republic of the Philippines

)




​

) S.S.

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION OF NON-FORUM SHOPPING

I, LORENA SANTOS, Filipina, of legal age, with postal address at c/o 4th Floor, Kaija Building, 7836 Makati Avenue, corner Valdez St., Makati City, after having duly sworn in accordance with law, do hereby depose and state that,

I am representing my mother, Mme. ELIZABETH PRINCIPE, and my father, Mr. LEO VELASCO, in this case and I have caused the preparation and filing of this Petition for Habeas Corpus and Writ of Amparo on their behalf.

I have read and understood the contents of the instant Petition and attest that the same are true and correct based on my personal knowledge and on the basis of authentic records.

I further certify that I have not heretofore commenced any action involving the same parties and the same issues in the Supreme Court or in any other court or tribunal and, to the best of my knowledge, no other similar or identical actions are pending therein.

If I should thereafter learn that an identical or similar action was filed or is pending in the Supreme Court or any tribunal concerning the same parties and the same issues, I shall report that fact to this Most Honorable Court within five (5) days therefrom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereby affix my signature this ___ day of _________ 2008 at ______________.









LORENA SANTOS








Affiant

SUBSCRIBED and sworn to before me, this ___ day of _______, 2008, in _____________, affiant exhibiting before me her Community Tax Certificate No. 12248190 issued on 11 January 2008 at Quezon City.

� Please see the Statements of Messrs. Eduardo de Leon, Narciso Zambales and Julius Simeon and attached herewith as Annexes “A” and “B.” 


� Please see the Affidavit of Mme. Elizabeth Principe dated 22 January 2008 and attached herewith as Annex “C.”


� Please see the Certification dated 30 November 2007 that Maj. Rolando Dumawa issued and attached herewith as Annex “D.”


� Please see the Request for Medical Examination dated 1 December 2007 that Major Jetro Lim issued and attached herewith as Annex “E.” Members of the PNP Medico-Legal Division, namely, Drs. Ebdane and Bernabe, conducted the medical exam on her person. The most significant observations they made were that the contusions on Mme. Elizabeth Principe’s wrists were visible on account of the prolonged placement of handcuffs. Her blood pressure at that time was 110 over 80. The Medico-Legal Division refused to furnish the petitioner a copy of the results of the medical exam of Mme. Elizabeth Principe that was conducted on 1 December 2007 unless it was coursed through higher authorities.


� Please see the Warrant of Arrest dated 21 November 2005 attached herewith as Annex “F.”


� Please see the Order dated 23 July 1992 archiving the case attached herewith as Annex “G.”


� Please see the Warrant of Arrest dated 27 February 1990 attached herewith as Annex “H.”


� Please see the Certified True Copy of pertinent portions of the Logbooks attached herewith as Annexes “I,” “J” and “K” 


� Please see the Transmittal attached herewith as Annex “L.”


� Please see the Request Letter dated 6 December 2007 and 7 December 2007 attached herewith as Annexes “M” and “N.”


� 384 U.S. 436.


� Please see a copy of the Police Blotter of the Police Station 2, Cogon, Cagayan de Oro City Police Office dated 19 February 2007 and entered at 10:45 a.m. attached herewith and marked as Annex “O.”


� Please see the Statements of Mr. Jonathan Ratunil, in Visayan and Tagalog, attached herewith and marked as Annexes “P” and “Q.”


� Please see the Certification of the Land Transportation Office, Region XI, Davao City, attached herewith and marked as Annex “R.”


� Please see the Report of the Commission on Human Rights that embodies the Sworn Statements of security guards regarding the incident and attached herewith as Annex “S.”


� Please see the machine copy of the article that the Gold Star Daily published on 23 July 2007 attached herewith as Annex “T.” 


� Please see the Letter dated 7 August 2007 that the petitioner wrote to Gen. Delfin Bangit, ISAFP Chief, that Lt. Col. Jack Baltazar received, attached herewith as Annex “U.”


� Please see the response of the ISAFP Chief to the petitioner through Maj. Ser-Me Ayuyao, Staff Judge Advocate, Judge Advocate General Service (JAGS), attached herewith as Annex “V.”


� A.M. No. 07-9-12-SC.


� A.M. No. 07-9-12-SC.





