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Student Mass walk-out versus Commercialization of Education

Cotabato City- Students from the Cotabato City State Polytechnic College (CCSPC) staged a mass walk-out to condemn the commercialization and state abandonment of education. The symbolic protest is in line with the regional coordinated protest today of State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) in Southern Mindanao Region.

About 200 students simultaneously walked out of their classes to participate in the campaign. Also, the out-of-school youth supported the campaign.

According to Michael Dumamba, spokesperson of Liga ng Kabataang Moro (LKM), there is a serious threat on the State Universities and Colleges considering its decreasing number because of insufficient state subsidy. Some of SUCs imposed increases in tuition, miscellaneous and other fees through a ladderized scheme.

Mr. Dumamba ponted out that “the skyrocketing of fees in SUCs has become an increasing burden on students”: “We are supposed to be a ‘iskolar ng bayan’, but due to state-abandonment tof education these public higher education institutions attempt to become self-reliant by imposing increases in fees to meet their requirements for various expenses, like Maintenance and Other Operating Expenses (MOOE). As a result, there are more drop-outs and out of school youth  because they cannot afford the increased fees.

LKM also stressed their defiance against militarization and war games like Balikatan in Moro populated areas especially in Mindanao. “We  Moro youth are always the victims of these operations and other forms of human rights violations, we don’t want this to happen this again, instead we are proposing that the budget intended for militarization and conduct of Balikatan in Mindanao  be used for education”, Dumamba said.

The Supreme Student Government of CCSPC expressed their support as they led the walk-out. According to Nina Usman, Senate President of SSG, the student protest is a culminating activity of national youth week which started on January 28. “We call for greater state-subsidy to education, meaning education for all” Usman said.

Michelle Tirol also lambasted the Arroyo administration for not providing better programs for the youth sector.

“Youth of today is a youth aroused by present educational system in this country which is colonial, repressive and much commercialized. Arroyo should take a look at UNESCO studies which reveal that 6% of our country’s GDP must go to education budget. We week for a scientific, nationalist and mass-oriented educational system” said Tirol, spokesperson of Gabriela Youth (GY). ###
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