06 February 2008

Media Release
Lanao populace to Balikatan:
We Love Mindanao, US Troops Out Now!
Iligan City – In an effort to consolidate its stand against the Balikatan Exercises, people of the two Lanao provinces formed the US Troops Out Now! – Lanao Coalition. 
In a press conference today at the Elena Tower Inn, the coalition declared its “unequivocal opposition” to the impending deployment of US troops in the Lanao provinces.

The group includes US Troops Out Now – Lanao Coalition spokesperson Prof. Elizabeth Codilla, Br. Roseal Cabatcha, TOR,  of Promotion of Church People’s Response (PCPR), Sr. Minda Obnimaga, RGS,  of Sisters Association in Mindanao (SAMIN), and Hanan Balindong of Liga ng Kabataang Moro (LKM). Bayan Muna National Executive Vice President Joel Virador was present in the press conference to show support to the local convenors. 
Prof. Codilla, in reading the group’s manifesto, demanded from the Arroyo Government the “immediate pull-out of American troops, war materiel, equipment and facilities from Mindanao and the country.”  She also called for the “scrapping of the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) and the abrogation of the Mutual Defense Treaty (MDT).”
Virador challenged the sincerity of the “humanitarian missions” which the US troops will undertake in the two provinces. He asserted that sans the supposed humanitarian missions, the impending deployment of US troops only serves to cater the economic interests of US in the Lanao Provinces. He cited the plans for palm oil plantation expansions in Lanao Sur and creation of transhipment hubs in Lanao Norte as examples.

The coalition presented its schedule of activities which includes the US Intervention (USI) Watch Forum Series in Lanao colleges and universities with Jessica Tulloch of InPeace Mindanao as speaker, a one-week candle lighting dubbed as the 5 o’clock habit by the League of Filipino Students (LFS), and a Mindanao-wide caravan and rally at Cagayan de Oro City on Feb. 18, which also marks the start of Balikatan Exercises in Mindanao.###
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