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PRESS RELEASE

22 February 2008

Australian Live Sheep Export receive Better Treatment than the Treatment of Overseas Filipino Workers by the Philippine Government
Our fists are tight with anger to the Arroyo government and our hearts bleed with pity to the 111 Filipino workers stranded in Jeddah. 

These 111 Filipinos include 18 women and a 2-1/2 year old child. They camped under a bridge and beg people for food. They do not even have chairs to sit on and some of them spend the whole day standing. They are being treated by the Arroyo government worst than animals. 

They have approached the Philippine consulate for help almost three weeks ago yet until now some of them are still camped under the bridge. The others were returned to their employers who abused them in the first place while the others were turned over to the police who transported them to Riyadh in handcuffs like criminals.

These people are among the so called modern heroes, the overseas Filipino workers who maintain the Philippine economy afloat with their remittances. They are the people who are forced to work overseas, who are forced to be torn apart from their families to be able to feed and support them. They are the people who suffer the difficulty of assimilation and who are not protected by the labour laws in their host countries. Many of them suffer abuses from their employers and their recruitment agents. They also incur exuberant fees charged by the recruitment agencies and by the various Philippine government agencies such as the Philippine Overseas Employment Agency (POEA) and the Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA).

We call the attention of the Philippine government and its ministries and departments concerned to immediately attend to the needs of these workers. 

We stand in solidarity with these workers and the organizations supporting and fighting for their rights and welfare.

We call on all Australian workers to rally with these workers and join us in asking the Philippine government to take care of its citizens.

We call on the Australian government to help us pressure the Philippine government to do its duties and obligation to its people. ####
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