David Chudnovsky

MLA for Vancouver-Kensington

www.davidchudnovsky.bc.ca 
Filipinos are an important part of our community and, as your MLA for Vancouver-Kensington, I would like to extend greetings for Migrante B.C.’s launch. Migrante B.C. ’s aims to create support structures and services; to deepen the perspective of Filipino root causes of migrations, to generate campaigns against human rights violations and to build partnerships will no doubt strengthen our community as a whole. 
.I wish the staff members, volunteers and clients of Migrant B.C. success and I’m sorry I cannot be with you today. Please extend my greetings to everyone involved.

 

Thank you again for the invitation.
 

  ((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Jenny Wai Ching Kwan MLA
Vancouver-Mt. Pleasant
Phone: 604-775-0790 Fax: 604-775-0881
http://bcndpcaucus.ca/en/
Thank you for the faxed invitation to the launch of MIGRANTE BC on Saturday afternoon.
 

Jenny Kwan is taking time out to care for her newborn son and is not accepting new invitations at this time so I must send her regrets.
 

As someone who came to Canada with her family when she was a child, Jenny truly appreciates organizations that help immigrants and their families.  She asked me to send a message of welcome to MIGRANTE BC as a new organization helping Filipino newcomers and her wishes for your success.
 

Sincerely,
 

Stuart Alcock
Constituency Assistant
Jenny Wai Ching Kwan MLA
SOLIDARITY GREETINGS TO MIGRANTE B.C.
From the Canada-Philippines Solidarity for Human Rights
14 September 2008
The Canada-Philippines Solidarity for Human Rights sends warm solidarity greetings to MIGRANTE-B.C. 

Filipino migrants as with all working people deserve the highest possible protection and the most aggressive promotion of their rights and welfare. 

The Filipino migrant group is a distinct sector or labour force. In this province where the 78,900 Filipinos constitute the third largest immigrant community, there remains a pressing need to organize, mobilize and raise the social awareness of Filipino migrants. 

The Ibon Foundation, the foremost Philippine independent think tank, hit it right on the head when it referred to the Filipinos overseas as “economic refugees going to great lengths to provide for themselves and their families.” Indeed, Filipino migrants go abroad at great risk, at great expense and at great cost. Not only do their families suffer (oftentimes reduced to single-parent families or households being headed by older children), they have to deal with terrible working conditions, racism and discrimination in their host countries.

Filipino migrants see their host county Canada toughening up on its immigration policies, favouring the exploitative guest-worker and the live-in-caregiver programs and restricting the rights and movements of immigrants and refugees. These are some of the very conditions that make it imperative that Filipino migrants continue organizing, educating and mobilizing among their ranks. MIGRANTE-B.C. helps to fill in the big gap in the creation of supportive structures and services and the maximization of existing ones to better assist Filipino migrants and their families in B.C.

We salute MIGRANTE-B.C. in its organizing efforts while at the same time, not losing sight of how important it is to work towards one of the most basic rights which Filipino migrants share with those who have remained in the Philippines: the right to have decent work at home. 

Unfortunately, the Philippine government under Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo does not (and will not) push for a genuine agricultural, industrial and development strategy that will create jobs for the Philippine labour force and modernize its entire economy. Rather than address the domestic joblessness that drives Filipinos out of the country, the Arroyo government remains bent on increasing the export of cheap Filipino labour. 

The Canada-Philippines Solidarity for Human Rights is proud to be partners with MIGRANTE-B.C. and share the belief that our work here in Canada, whether in solidarity work or in mass organizing, contributes to a big share in the struggle of the Filipino people for national freedom and democracy.

MABUHAY ANG MIGRANTE B.C.!

Mula kay Ka Osang Beltran, Kabiyak ni Ka Bel
  ((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Sa mga Pilipinong Migrante sa British Columbia at sa mga bumubuo ng Migrante-BC, taas  kamong pagbati sa inyong matagumpay na pagbubuklod! 

Alam kong napunta kayo diyan sa malayong lugar ng British Columbia dahil sa iba't ibang kadahilanan na lumulundo sa SOBRANG HIRAP NG KABUHAYAN dito sa ating bansa.

Ramdam ko ang hirap na inyong kalooban dahil sa pagkakalayo sa inyong mga mahal sa buhay. At kaisa ako sa mga mahal niyo sa buhay na nagngangalit sa tuwing may masamang balitang nangyayari sa ating mga kababayang Migrante. Sapagkat ako man ay may mga kapatid, mga anak at mga apo na nagtatrabaho at naninirahan sa ibang bansa.

Sa mga pagtitipon tulad ng inyong inilunsad, hindi ko maiwasan na maalala ang aking kabiyak, ang yumaong si Ka Bel. Sa loob ng mahigit limang dekada ng kanyang buhay, ang pagpapahalaga niya sa katayuan ng buong uring  manggagawa ay hindi kailanman nalambungan ng ano mang mantsa kahit siya ay naging Miyembro ng Mababang Kapulungan o Kongreso dito sa ating bayan. Bagkus, ay dinala niya sa plenaryo ang tunay na kalagayan ng mga manggagawa, mga migranteng manggagawa at ng buong uring anakpawis sa plenaryo ng Kongreso. Itinuring ni Ka Bel na pangalawang larangan lamang ang kanyang pagiging Kinatawan sa Kongreso, sapagkat pangunahin pa rin sa kanya ang makasalamuha at makakapit-bisig ang malawak na sektor ng ating lipunan. Hanggang sa mga huling sandali ng kanyang buhay, ang kapakanan ng uring manggagawa at masang anakpawis ang kanyang naiisip. Sa kanyang pagpanaw, itinaas niya ang prestihiyo ng uring manggagawa at masang anakpawis at naikabit sa kanyang pangalan ang pagiging tunay na lingkod ng sambayanan. 

Sa inyong pagkakabuklod, gawin nating inspirasyon ang buhay at pakikibaka ni Ka Bel at ang kahulugan ng pagtutuloy sa labang iniwan ni Ka Bel. Sapagkat sa tuwina lagi niyang binabanggit na "magtatagumpay tayo at tiyak ang ating Tagumpay"!

Maraming salamat. 

Mabuhay ang Migrante BC-! 

Mabuhay ang mga Manggagawang Migrante! 

Mabuhay ang Sambayanang Pilipino!


Ka Osang
SOLIDARITY STATEMENT 

Victoria Philppines Solidarity Group


Dear MIGRANTE BC,

The Victoria Philippines Solidarity Group (VPSG) sends its greetings
to all the organizers and attendees of the launching of MIGRANTE BC.

We offer our support to MIGRANTE BC and all those who seek to advocate
for the rights and welfare of Filipino migrants in BC, who face racism, de-skilling, and economic marginalization, among other challenges. Many Filipinos come to BC as a result of poverty and chronic unemployment problems in the Philippines, which are a result of the maldistribution of land and resources, government corruption, foreign debt, and policies which favour corporate profits over the rights and dignity of people and the land. The VPSG will continue advocating for systemic change of these injustices, and raising
awareness among Canadians about the political, economic, and human
rights situation in the Philippines. 
We look forward to working in solidarity with MIGRANTE BC in the future.

Mabuhay,
from the members of
Victoria Philippines Solidarity Group
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KILUSANG MAYO UNO

 (May First Movement Labor Center)

TAGAPAMANDILA NG TUNAY NA UNYONISMO

No. 63 Narra St. Bgy. Claro, Proj. 3 Quezon City, Philippines

Telfax 421-0768/421 1049; Ph: 421-0986 Email: kmu.intl@gmail.com                                         ____________________________________________________________

KMU is a founding member of the International League of Peoples’ Struggle

Solidarity message for the

Launching of MIGRANTE – British Columbia

Vancouver, B.C., Canada

12 September 2008

Kilusang Mayo Uno (KMU or May First Movement Labor Centre) sends its greetings of support and solidarity on the launching of MIGRANTE – British Columbia (B.C.).  We salute you in your taking on the noble task of organizing and providing much-needed support to the rapidly growing community of Filipino migrants and their families in B.C.

The numbers speak for themselves.  With Filipinos now found in 197 countries, a staggering 3,400 leave the country every single day to work overseas, making people the number one export of the country despite the cruel reality of facing poverty, de-skilling, all kinds of racism, and even unsolved death.  Each Overseas Filipino Worker (OFW) spends a total of P17,600 (Cdn $401) on documents alone to work abroad, while the government receives P17 billion (nearly Cdn $400 million) on document expenses and a whopping U.S. $17 billion in OFW remittances per year.  Indeed, the government does not consider OFWs as human beings with spouses and families they leave behind, but rather as mere commodities on whose remittances prevent the Philippine economy from total collapse.

Workers identify closely with the plight of OFWs because it is the very lack of decent jobs, wages, and livelihood that forces so many of our compatriots to foreign shores.  Amid spiralling costs of oil, food, electricity, and transportation, the present P382 ($8.70 Cdn) daily minimum wage in the National Capital Region (NCR) is a measly 43 percent of the P894 ($20.36 Cdn) current daily cost of living for a family of six.  Despite such an “indecent” disparity, the current administration still refuses to legislate a P125 across-the-board wage hike, long demanded by militant labor unions under KMU and broad alliances on the basis of social justice.  The Arroyo government’s unemployment and underemployment rates, averaging 11.3 percent (Arroyo claims a lower rate after revising the definition which reduced the number of unemployed by about 3.5 percent) and 18.9 percent respectively, are the worst in the country’s history.  To make matters worse, workers’ rights continue to be massively violated, and trade unionists and labor organizers are killed when they assert their rights.  There are already 87 worker victims of political killings since 2001, five remain missing, and two leaders are still detained.

KMU therefore looks forward to strengthening links with you as more and more workers in the Philippines are forced to make the difficult choice and take the risk to migrate to countries all over the world in the hope of improving their lives and the situation of their children and families.  We stand united with you in ensuring that the rights of Filipino migrants and their families in B.C. are protected, such as the landmark resolution sponsored by Anakpawis (or Toiling Masses) Representative and KMU Chairperson Emeritus Crispin Beltran in 2005 calling for the Philippine Congress to investigate abuses of Filipino women under Canada’s Live-in Caregiver Program.

Hit hard by the crisis locally and abroad, workers of KMU therefore wish you success in the formal launching of MIGRANTE – B.C. and commend you for your commitment to defend the rights of Filipino migrants and their families as we together fight for a society that genuinely promotes our rights and interests as workers and people of the Philippines, wherever we may be.

In solidarity,

Elmer Labog

Chairperson

Kilusang Mayo Uno

