Facts and Circumstances surrounding the abduction of Melissa Roxas of Habi Arts and Bayan USA - 

1. May 18, 10 pm - Melissa and two other companions ( Juanito  Carabeo, 55 to 60 years old, and John Edward Handoc ), volunteer health workers of Bayan Tarlac, requested a farmer in sitio Bagong Sikat, Bgy. Kapanikian, La Paz, Tarlac to allow them to sleep in their house for the night and to stay there for the next day.  The farmer allowed them to stay and did not ask questions because, according to him, he was already having a bout of nervousness (“maysakit po ako sa nerbyos”).

Melissa, Juanito, and John Handoc were in the area to conduct an initial survey prior to the holding of a medical mission. 

2. May 19, in the morning - some residents noticed two motorcycle-riding men roving the said area.

3. May 19, around 1 p.m. – Melissa and her two other companions were watching tv together with the owner of the house.  Suddenly, residents noticed a Besta van (colored dark blue and with still unknown plate number) stopped in front of the house.  

More or less eight (8) heavily armed men wearing bonnets got off from the van and entered the house, aimed their guns at the occupants and forcibly handcuffed Melissa and her two other companions. They told the owner of the house to drop on the floor.

Residents said that they heard Mel shouting:  “Bakit ninyo ginagawa sa amin ito (Why are you doing this to us?).  And because she was making noise, the armed men gagged her by plastering packing tape on her mouth.  But before they can gag her, she was able to repeatedly shout what the neighbors understood to be her name: “Elisa Roxas".   The three of them were pushed into the van and the vehicle sped away.


A few neighbors, alerted by the noise and commotion, tried to go near and see what was going on but they were shooed away by the armed men.  A village official who was living near the house also tried to intervene, but he, too, was shooed away by the armed men.  The witnesses said that the incident happened very fast that they were not even able to get the van’s license plate number.  They also noticed that motorcyles, colored red and dark blue, without plate numbers were escorting the van.

The neighbors noticed that the van headed towards Victoria, Tarlac where the headquarters of the Phil. National Police of Tarlac and the Northern Luzon Command were situated.

The village official reported the incident to the village captain, who, in turn, reported the same to the La Paz, Tarlac police.  The latter went to the area to investigate three hours after the incident took place.
4. On May 20, a relative of Juanito Carabeo went to the office of Karapatan-Central Luzon and sought the help of our colleague to locate Mr. Carabeo.  According to her, she received a text from a person who said that s/he is a friend of Juanito and advised the relative to check out a report overheard on the radio that Juanito Carabeo was missing.
Our colleague in Karapatan-Central Luzon asked from her network to check out if there was a reported incident of abduction and she was able to trace it to La Paz.  Our colleague and the relative went to La Paz and asked around where a reported incident of abduction took place and they eventually traced this to Barangay Kapanikian.  They were able to ascertain that Juanito was one of those abducted, so they went to the La Paz police to report the case and ask for developments and were given a copy of a special report of the said incident.

Our colleague was able to file the report to the National Office on May 21.
