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We cannot let him die in va:iii!;'
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read of the mur-
der of Dr. Bobby de la.
Paz by now..

On April 23, 1982,
the 29-year-old doctor
was gunned down by
an unknown assassin
who pumped_eleven
bullets into him from
a 45 caliber pistol, in Catbalogan,
Western Samar.

Bobby and his wife Sylvia were
‘both graduates of the University of
the Philippines, College of Medi-
cine: Instead of pursuing their prac-
fice in Manila, where they would
surely have been comfortable in a
few years, they opted to work in
little barrios and fishing villages in
the Catbalogan area where they
becamo very populax with the Tocal

k.

Unfortunately, they also came
under the suspicion of military, who
wondered why and how the couple
could move around the NPA-
tary battle areas with apparent
B rpahising wih
s00n; i
the dissidents; friends warned them
that they were under surveillance.
They ignored the warnings and
went on with their work among the
unbelievat'y poor residents of those

e of us who have di
o many. a
e oy bruta murder 1

hundred times more important than

the Supreme Court case which mer-
ited massive press coverage and
widespread public anger.

Bobby de la Paz (how poignant his.
surname now sounds) more than
‘merits daily investigation and pub-
¥ clamor for justice.

Because Bobby is already becom-
ing & symbol for many young and
idealistic — and now, angry —
Filipino men and women, not only
from the University of the Philip-
pines but also from the many, many
fertile grounds where thinking, car-
ing Filipinos are sprouting with
reassuring vitality.

Like Bobby, these men and
somen are also voluntarily electing
to stay in the Philippines and work
here. Not only that, they choose the
farthest, most godforsaken barrios
to live in; there, they teach, care for
the sick, work on farms, do social
work, practice their art, or even
work in government, trying to over-
come corruption, cynicism and
apathy, because of some determined
dream.
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The protagonists of this case are not
gentlemanly Supreme Court Jus-
tices, but unpredictable, often un-
controllable men used to killing,
and with far less to lose than city
Justices.

Perhaps, too, the investigation of
Bobby's case will not be as speedy
because Samar s far from Manila; it
is one of the most militarized zones
in the country; transportation and
communication over there is a dozen
times more difficult than in Manila;
Samar has been economically de-
pressed for decades — it is a dreary
site for a front-page scandal.

So perhaps that is why medical
and law societies have not yet pick-
eted the Supreme Coutt, the Armed
Forces Headquarters, Malacasang,
the newspapers and television sta-
tions which have not covered Bob-
by's case as thoroughly as they did
iess significant cases. That silly
starlet and her mude photos received
more publicity is growing
symbol of young Filipinos’ idealism
— and disappointment. And anger.

We owe Bobby de la Paz far more
than we've given him. He saved us
from our own indifference and
cowardice ut thers in Samar. And
he gave up his life for us, whether
wes‘knuwitormvluwhﬂn
die in vain. If we did, we kill
ourselves, too, if we are not dead
already.





	


