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A need to understand

THE question had
been asked all
through their stay in
Western Samar:
What were they
doing there? They.
were ot natives of
the place. They'were
after all medical
graduates of no less
than the State University. Why we-
ren't they in Manila or somewhere
abroad, enjoying a lucrative prac-
tice? Why did they break away from
the mold and the pattern?

They were Bobby de la Paz and
his wife, Sylvia — both doctors who
having served on rural assignment
in Samar chose to return to the
place, to take up roots among people
they felt needed them most.

It was a life they had chosen and
now Bobby was dead. The young
doctor was gunned down on April 23
in his clinic in downtown Catbalo-
gan. He was 29, To date, no suspects
have been found by the Philippine
Constabulary which has under-

taken the investigation of the mur-
der, although an announcement was
reportedly made by a military offic-
er attributing the killing to the
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But Dr. Sylvia de la Paz in a press
conference revealed that all through
their stay in Samar, they had been
warned by friends that they were
suspected by the military to be
members and sympathizers of the
NPA. They knew they were under
surveillance. There had even been
incidents when they were ques-
tioned as to why they could move
about freely around the barrios un-
harmed.

This experience with the military
seems pert of the pattern that had
taken hold during Martial Law
years. It reflects the military stance
that quickly holds suspect those
individuals who work among the
urban and rural poor.

These are doctors and medical
sworkers, community organizers,
those involved in parish organiza-
tions and in social work. They ex-
tend to the poor much needed ser-
vices which these people could not
otherwise avail of, much less afford.
These workers enable poor com-
munities to set up cooperatives,
build irrigation systems, undertake
various socio-economic projects to
better their lives.
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ous cases when these workers were
forced to leave certain areas because
of the military ‘reaction’ to their
presence. As someone put it, “We
were placed on the defensive, as
though we had to justify to them the
purpose of our work.” There have .
been reports of harassment, mal-
treatment, frame-ups, false arrests,
torture and threat to life, unex-
plained disappearances, and unex-
plained deaths.

Because of these cases, it has
become even harder to convince.
young doctors to serve in rural areas
Where militarization is feared even
more than the fact of dissidence.
Perhaps, it is because dissidents
understand the force that animates
the lives of people like Bobby and
Sylvia who can turn their backs on
the rewards of material success for
something called fulfillment and
meaning in life. Perhaps, they
understand and leave them in
peace, for in a way, the dissidents’
life is built up on this kind of
commitment.

On the other hand, the military —
what can they understand?





	


