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Quick action awaited
in De La Paz case

DEFENSE Secretary Juan Ponce Enrile’s order to a special
body to take over the investigation of thekillingof a young phy-
Siian in Catbalogan, Western Samar, has not come a day t00
Soon. We welcome it and hope that it will eyentualy come up
with a convincing account of the circumstances surrounding the
‘senseless killing. 3

Over a month ago, Dr. Remberto de la Paz, 2 graduate of the
University of the Philippines College of Medicine, was killed in-
side his clinicallegedly by a lone gunman. At least three separate
militery units have investigated the case without finding any
clue to the identity of the killer, a failure that gives credence,
however slight, to insinuations of 2 cover-up.

There are reports that the late doctor had dealings in his pro-
fessional capacity with members of the New People’s Army ope-
rating in the area. These have been corroborated by military
officials in Western Samar who went on record as saying, how-

ever, that the victim would have been more helpful to them
alive than dead.

_ Itis in fact in this context that the Samar military put forth,
immediately after the killing, its own theory that subversive ele-
ments were very probably behind the Killing.

The defense secretary has created a special blue-ribbon com-
mittee to take charge of the investigation. A PS0,000 cash re-
ward has been posted to encourage witnesses who reportedly
saw the exccution to come forward and testify under defense
ministry protection.

1t 5 to be deplored that the killing of Dr. De la Paz sets back
the campaign to encourage young medical graduates to set up
clnics in the rural areas. Equally deplorable is the circulation of
Tumors that the military had a hand in the killing. Popular con-
fidencein the government is critical factor in the successful pro-
secution of the peace and order drive and the administration of
rural projects. Unexplained killings in which community work-
o5 specially are the victims erode popular confidence and
makes it difficult for both govemment official and law en-
forcer'to work effectively s public servants.





	


