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fures, does not wish to “add insult
to injury by maligning the dead™
— then proceeds to enumerate
“the questionable activities of‘the
dead doctor.”

One: they have arrested more
than 10 subversives who impli-
cated the doctor to the NPA, say-
ing he was the center of communi-
cation in the town. Two: they had
placed the doctor under surveil-
lance in the belief the doctor was
treating wounded NPAs. Three:
they pinpoint the doctor as the
Jast person to have met Jerry Bula- |
tao, “a suspected Communist”, |
before the latter’s arrest. And
four: testimony extracted under
interrogation from one Manny
Cinco pointed to the doctor as the
‘brains behind the killing of Sgt.
George Giray. Furthermore, the
doctor was supposed to have been
also a Commander Norman.

Based on these findings, the in-
telligence officer theorized: One,
the NPAs killed the doctor be-
cause he was suspected of being
double-agent who knew ~too
much.” Two, relatives of Sgt. Gi- |
ray may have killed him in revenge.





	[image: image2.jpg]What followed was a rough set
of questions-and-answers between
the Philippine Council for Human
Rights and the colonel: Colonel,
did you ever question the doctor
on your findings? No, we did not,
we did not feel we should. But if |
you had these confessions and re- |
ports, one of which is a murder in-
vestigation, should the doctor not
have been taken for questioning?
No, because the findings were not
conclusive. Why did you act on
them then? We did not act on
them. You said you put him under
surveillance? Yes. You must have
heeded the reports then? No, be-
cause the reports were not official. |
Are field operatives officially un-
der your supervision and employ?
Yes, they act according to my in- |

structions. Why are their reports
not official then? Because we
don't submit them as part of our
official reports. What do you do
With them? We keep them on file.

| For what? As basis for future
action. Does a citizen not have a |
Tight to know what is being held
(et hglgm the future? Bm
are not holding this against hi
 Then why did you put him under
surveillance? Because we want to






	[image: image3.jpg]tives' reports even if tiey wert un
official? No, they are unofficia
because we don’t use them as offr
cial reports,

After the rather cyclical turn of
events, the colonel must have been
onvinced this PCHR team did not
know anything about. military in-
telligence just as the PCHR. geam
went away convinced - nothing
gould be expected of the military
investigation of the de ls Paz mup.
der. The intelligence officer bids
the team goodbye: “We are sure
the NPAS killed him! Not the mits.
tary! Because,” he says with con-
Yiction, “no one else kills here in
Samar except the NPA! The milk:

————
| ey does not Kill, it is here to
serve the peoplel”
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amyone whe e e
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	[image: image4.jpg]play clsewhere. Can the” NPAG
have the authority to do_that
within_town limits in_daytime?
Camp Lukban s ten minutes away
from here; a whole battalion could
have sccured the area with just
one report.”

But_ military intelligence insis
the NPAS suspected your husband
‘of being s double-agent and liquid-
ated him.

“That's a mere claim, they have
no evidence. You know, this s not
| easy to believe for outsiders, but

the people here have a high res-
pect for the NPA. That =g
the resson why the miltary
droppingthese new_hints. that
Bobby was their intellg

rative. They want fo discredit
with the people.”

‘The military has told the PCHR
team that Bobby was more useful
to them alive than dead. Alive he
could be used a5 a tracer to per-
sons and places and_that, th
fore, they had the least motive:
‘wanting {o see him dead.
TS 3 comeicn et

ey have riowadmitted they put
Bobby under surveillance, vet one
month after, they have not come
up with witnesses to the killinglIt
is more lkely they wanted o se
him o 35 an example With s

cath, " they could ‘be warning
fothers, Don't think your being
doctors or lawyers or teachers is

{going to help! As a hy i
Sonte hre b commentn St

“Of course I'm afraid for
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Catbalogan barriofolk pay last respects to their, beloved doctor, lost son of Samar




	


	[image: image6.jpg]. I'm not Hat brave. I don’
‘S,ealfn to_die. I have my child to!
think of. But 1 also ‘want to be
rue to Bobby's beliefs. I want to
serve like e did, completely. I've
thought abowt it very hard and 1|
think theré #re only two choices: |
to cowe jil fear or t0.go On Sery-|
i is a luxury very few |
ford. It miay be pos- |
sible for those whose pockets and
stomachs full. But for those
and stomachs are
empty, there is only death at the
We all have to break
he chains of fear and work for a
All of us must make
day and the sooner
that choice, the better
us. I mean life is so shart. All
t die someday, Wo must
ment we- have now.
wise, our lives have no mean-

With Bobby some, will those
ds not be harder to fulfill?

‘This is what I can’t understand.
Happily, I have never felt closer
to those words as I do now.”

B e

{ £l HAT thoughts could |
f have been mcing inher
mind as $hél picked up
J het son Yayo? This is
the ciild ‘Whom she secs





	[image: image7.jpg]45 the “t‘aﬂuauuc" of whom
am serving” 'So happy had she
d.nd l‘:labv ‘\c n with this child

s hk a mlm-
age of four or five
at is two short years away. She
know what will happen
or how sh dle it, un-
breaking into a laugh - she
has another fathe cr-figure to ps
sent by th
Andas es thiough the mo-
tions of kx.uunu alert, of smiling,
£ool divorced sometimes?
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she secretly think ‘them g
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™S almost surprised, 'm so|

hed they care,

" getting these phone calls

km'u old unnezn Who. want to
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	[image: image8.jpg]concemn to all those who, like hin
led good lives and were punisher
“Fhere are stll 5o miany out the
who don't know thess things
happening in their country!

5 she’ thought of that edito
saying he could not print  the
Open Letter o the President with
out the nomal fee per column
inch, she did not lose energy get
ting angry. The editor saig vem
coolly: You're just hysterical be
cause you're the family. This
just an ordinary Killing! She sim
Dly sat theze and thought, I thy
man hud lost 2 son, would ho i
here and [isten 1o someonc.
Aim: This s just an ordinary i
ingl

When was a killng ever ordi.
nary? A Xilling ends it ail for
someon, erminates ais touch, s
Jokes, his presence, She s not o
10 2siign death 3 fomance § dos
ROt hold, a person is dead, i deod,
I he was 0od, his it will lve o
in the huts and dikes and padis
te travelied A very Tikdly
ill be remembered with pisguss
and testimonials and prayere an
tears from the people he bas
fouched. But nont of these g,
ciousnesses changes & b
2 man has been denied! his right |
to life through nal span. |
And when that mas, Gike Babby:.
PUL % much passon inko Taiey:
he must, in death, wish'still to ex-

i stillto ¢
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angerin ber words? It i not al
omfortable 1o be around some
body with 3 cause — espocially
those with none of teir own,
al will call it having @
nd. The innocent, Wi

Mean:
can oaly bave so ma
of saying the sume f

1 words begin to pall aters
‘wiile? Vill her friends fire?
1 does not bother her. The
has -

They who lead city lives and can
rot know the rural lack et |
moved Bobby to tcars? They who.

disguose, g2t paid, get nvited,
who trsvel Yo forclgn

far zemeved.from the hat bar
ness of Samar? Yes, them, she.
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would rob
her of in-
e she did

|
|
|
| she need not be outside of them
| She was them.
| 2 1 to. enter
| se of self
\ She began to feel a rea-
son suffusing her. She came in
control, of herself. From a unity
that had known only the convic-
i fet d fused with.
the Other. She ver felt as
| complete,
She, Sylvia, speaks now of.
never having felt more alive. @





	


